
Dear Friends,  
 
Today I am reading Luke 16:1-13 
 
The Parable of the Dishonest Manager 

Then Jesus said to the disciples, ‘There was a rich man who had 
a manager, and charges were brought to him that this man was 
squandering his property. So he summoned him and said to 
him, “What is this that I hear about you? Give me an account of 
your management, because you cannot be my manager any longer.” Then the manager 
said to himself, “What will I do, now that my master is taking the position away from 
me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. I have decided what to 
do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may welcome me into their 
homes.” So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked the first, “How much 
do you owe my master?” He answered, “A hundred jugs of olive oil.” He said to him, 
“Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.” Then he asked another, “And how 
much do you owe?” He replied, “A hundred containers of wheat.” He said to him, “Take 
your bill and make it eighty.” And his master commended the dishonest manager 
because he had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more shrewd in dealing 
with their own generation than are the children of light. And I tell you, make friends for 
yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you 
into the eternal homes. 

 ‘Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in a 
very little is dishonest also in much. If then you have not been faithful with the 
dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not been 
faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? No slave can 
serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted 

to the one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve God and wealth.’ 

I have a confession to make. I don't 
like it much when Jesus talks about 
money.  And it seems like he talks 
about it a lot.  And this is the time of 
year when we talk about money in 
the church.  We are planning for 
ministry next year and ministry takes 
money.  And we want to be faithful, 
we want to be world changers for 

Jesus, and its a huge responsibility--not to be taken lightly.  But this passage sounds 
like Jesus is commending this manager for cheating.  That can't be right.  I keep 
reminding myself this is a PARABLE.  And I wonder if Jesus is really talking about money 
or is he talking about spiritual treasure here?  If the master in the parable is Jesus or 
God, and the manager is US--trusted with the riches of God's kingdom--how are we 
doing?  Do we turn a blind eye to unscrupulous behavior on the part of our brothers and 
sisters in Christ?  Most importantly, this parable reminds us of our role as stewards over 
all we have been given--material things, families, responsibilities, opportunities and 

	  



talents.  Everything we have ultimately comes from and belongs to God.   All we get to 
do is manage it.  And according to this passage, if we don't manage it well, we will be 
relieved of that duty and someone else will be given the responsibility.  In everything, 
faith in God ought to come first.  

Please pray:  

Ava Grace Bowling, Alli and Andrew who are now home.  

Garland Thayer has had a bout of vertigo, doing better, back hard at work for us!  

Ministry and Mission of our church 

Our food pantry and those faithful people who serve in this great ministry 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

Wednesday niter tonight is covered dish.  Bring your favorite food and come and join in 
the fellowship. Its not too late to join in on a class.   

Thursday September 19, 10-2 Senior Adult Gathering at Gray UMC featuring Rev Betty 
Furches as guest speaker.  

Friday September 20, 8:30-12:30 Homeless Summit at Wesley Memorial UMC.  If you 
want to go, call Pastor Jane.  

Friday September 20, 6-8 pm Family Fun Night.  

Saturday September 28, 12:30 pm Wesley Foundation Auction  

Sunday October 6, 6:30 Confirmation.  (Snack Supper just prior to that).  

Monday October 7-Tuesday October 8, Staff Retreat Buffalo Mountain Camp.  

Tuesday October 8, 7 pm-  Pillar Chairs  

 

Have a BLESSED day!!!  

 
"Preach the gospel at all times and when necessary use words."  St Francis of Assisi 
 
Blessings,  
Jane Taylor 
First United Methodist Church  
Johnson City TN 	  


