
Dear	  Friends,	   
Today	  I	  am	  reading	  Luke	  17:5-‐10.	  
The	  apostles	  said	  to	  the	  Lord,	  "Increase	  our	  faith!"	  
	  The	  Lord	  replied,	  "If	  you	  had	  faith	  the	  size	  of	  a	  mustard	  seed,	  you	  
could	  say	  to	  this	  mulberry	  tree,	  'Be	  uprooted	  and	  planted	  in	  the	  
sea,'	  and	  it	  would	  obey	  you.	  
	  "Who	  among	  you	  would	  say	  to	  your	  slave	  who	  has	  just	  come	  in	  
from	  plowing	  or	  tending	  sheep	  in	  the	  field,	  'Come	  here	  at	  once	  
and	  take	  your	  place	  at	  the	  table'? 
	  Would	  you	  not	  rather	  say	  to	  him,	  'Prepare	  supper	  for	  me,	  put	  on	  your	  apron	  and	  serve	  
me	  while	  I	  eat	  and	  drink;	  later	  you	  may	  eat	  and	  drink'?	  
	  Do	  you	  thank	  the	  slave	  for	  doing	  what	  was	  commanded?	  
	  So	  you	  also,	  when	  you	  have	  done	  all	  that	  you	  were	  ordered	  to	  do,	  say,	  'We	  are	  worthless	  
slaves;	  we	  have	  done	  only	  what	  we	  ought	  to	  have	  done!'"	  

 
I have been asking God for years and years to 
increase my faith.  And I am like the disciples, I 
think Jesus is the go to guy for this.  And Jesus 
keeps telling me the same thing as the disciples--
that if I had the faith of a mustard seed I could 
move mountains.  And the last time I tried to move 
a mountain (a Smoky mountain no less) it stayed 
right where it was.  So I keep asking Jesus.   
So once again I am studying this passage and 
hoping for new answers.  And I think Jesus was 
serious when he said these words.  I have taken a 
new look at my faith.  I always believed that faith 

was about the things I could not see.  God, heaven, hell, all those spiritual 
things.  Since I have been at this great church, I have a new outlook on faith.  Faith has 
changed the landscape of my world.  Faith and experience have given me a new 
perspective.  A clarity, a real view, that I didn:t have before.  Case in point: Years ago 
my life intersected with a young girl who was the age of my son.  I knew her family, I 
knew her sister, I knew and loved her.  I have not seen or heard from her since then.  I 
saw her Sunday.  I saw her today and she said, "This is my pastor."  I believe that God 
orchestrated that.  I believe that a mountain moved in order for me and for this church 
to be a part of this wonderful family's life.  I SEE that clearly. And I believe that sight is 
a glimpse of the Kingdom of God. Faith sees the reality of God's kingdom and works in 
partnership with the Holy One to create the new heaven and new earth.  God offers us 
ways to see the world through a different lens-- the lens of faith.  And through that lens 
of faith, we experience surprises (mountains being moved) like the delightful surprise I 
have had this week.  It does not take much--just faith the size of a mustard seed-- but it 

	  

	  



works wonders.  Its our church-- a world of possibilities with a little faith, or a world of 
inevitabilities without faith.  I hear and read all the time about how bad things are, how 
hopeless the church is, and we are even having a federal government shut-down.  And 
I am concerned about all those things.  I believe that the only thing that can save us is 
faith.  A little mustard seed produces a TREE.  Not a small plant, A TREE.  Planted 
along side a hopeless, helpless, faithless world, a new tree can bloom and 
blossom.  And there is life.   
Its pretty scary.  When I get scared of all that surrounds us, I think of the words from 
Isaiah (made into a beautiful song) 
"Surely it is God who saves me.  I will trust in him and not be afraid.  For the Lord is my 
stronghold and my sure defense and He will be my Savior." Just a little faith and 
mountains are moved.   
 
PLEASE PRAY  
For Keith Lyle (requested by Bonnie Sampson) 
For Ruth Kapoor (req by the Karl Kapoor family) 
For the Ramey family in the death of Mabel Ramey (req by Debbie Minor) 
Our country  
Those we know who are suffering-- God knows their pain.  
 
ON THE CALENDAR: 
October 3 8 am Finance Committee 
October 6-- World Communion Sunday  
October 7-8 Staff Retreat  
October 8  5:30  Leadership Pillar  
                 7:00 Pillar Chairs  
October 21  5 pm  SPR Committee  
October 27-- Bread for the World Sunday 
November 2  Poverty Simulation Munsey Memorial UMC           
November 3  A Place at The Table Film at Munsey Memorial UMC 3 pm followed by 
panel discussion about Hunger in the US. 
 
 
--  
"Preach the gospel at all times and when necessary use words."  St Francis of Assisi 
 
Blessings,  
Jane Taylor 
First United Methodist Church  
Johnson City TN 	  


