
 
 
 

Dear Friends,  
 
Today I am reading 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 
 

As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, 
and the time of my departure has come.  I have fought the 
good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the 
faith.  From now on there is reserved for me the crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will 
give me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who 
have longed for his appearing.  
At my first defense no one came to my support, but all deserted me.  May it not be counted 
against them!  But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that through me the 
message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it.  So I was rescued from 
the lion's mouth.  The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and save me for his heavenly 
kingdom.  To him be the glory forever and ever. AMEN.  

 
I lost two dear friends last week.  Max Johnson, Trustee chair of Gatlinburg First UMC, passed away 
after a long hard battle with multiple myeloma.  Max had a stem cell transplant in 2007 and was in 
remission until this spring.  He knew that he was facing a difficult fight when it recurred and opted to 
discontinue treatment.  He said MANY TIMES that he was ready to go meet Jesus face to face and 
that he was at peace.   
Kathy Royston was my mother's best friend when I was a little girl.  We spent many holidays at the 
Royston's house--Kathy was an outstanding cook.  Kathy's last years were spent in a fog of not 
knowing her friends and family.  
Still another lies in the Hospice House in Bristol after a massive heart attack as her family surrounds 
her in grief.  
  
I read something the other day about ancient map-makers.  They drew maps of places they had 
never seen and assumed those unknown areas were bad--filled with monsters and beasts.  In other 
words, if it was unknown, it was bad.  Sometimes we view death that way.  We've never been there. 
We don't know exactly what it is, so we must be afraid.  And we do not want to talk about it. And 
maybe we try not to think about it by killing ourselves with overwork or other addictions.  Or maybe we 
overindulge in television, internet or food.  We even try our best to put off this inevitable by exercising 
and eating right.  
My friend Max was ready.  He said I gave it my best.  I am at peace.  Just like Paul.  Paul saw his 
death as a release from the hardships of life.  He was finally going to fulfill the purpose of life--from 
bondage to freedom in eternal life.  These verses are inspirational and a blessing.  In death we have 
victory and reward.  What a wonderful gift we have to look forward to--living in the continual presence 
of God, sharing in the nature and eternal life of God, living with energy, zest, activity, and service.  I 
think about what it will be like to be with the great saints:  Mother Teresa, Dietrich Bonnhoeffer, The 
disciples, Mary the Mother of Jesus, John Wesley, Paul, my dad, my grandparents, my friends Max 
and Kathy, and Martha who will be there soon.  Most of all what will it like to be with Jesus?  I can 
only imagine! (Just as I finished this I got a message that my friend Martha Burdge died this morning. 
Heaven is fuller today with the lives of these three saints I have known.  
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PRAYERS: 

Ø Please pray for the families of Max Johnson, Kathy Royston, Martha Burdge, Ken 
Sherwood, and others we know and love.  

Ø For Garland Thayer, who continues to have inner ear imbalance.  
Ø For Earl Gouge, at JCMC--had back surgery yesterday 
Ø For Carl Washam, (requested by Grier Washam)  
Ø For all our soldiers at home and abroad 
Ø Pray for our pledges to come in, our church ministries to be funded, so we can be a LIGHT 

to our community, sharing the love of Jesus to those who so desperately need to hear the 
word.  

 
CALENDAR: 
 

Ø October 27-- Hope for the Hungry Sunday.  Please bring your bags filled with food for our 
food pantry and your hearts filled with love for those who are hungry--spiritually, 
physically.   

Ø This Sunday is Pledge Sunday.  Pledge cards have been mailed to those who did not pick 
them up this past Sunday.  Please bring or mail those in.  There will be a box at the back of 
the church after the service to drop your pledge card in.   

Ø WEd Oct 30, Trunk or Treat.  Decorate your trunk, bring halloween treats to share with the 
children in our community.  

Ø November 1-3  YOUTH RETREAT; NO YOUTH and NO CONFIRMATION CLASS Sunday 
night.   

Ø November 2  Poverty Simulation Munsey Memorial  
Ø November 3 All Saints Sunday 10:30 service, 3 pm --A Place at the Table, Munsey 

Memorial UMC  
Ø November 17  Charge Conference.   

 
 
  
"Preach the gospel at all times and when necessary use words."  St Francis of Assisi 
 
Blessings,  
Jane Taylor 
First United Methodist Church  
Johnson City TN 	  


