
 
Wednesday April 2, 2014 
 
Dear Friends,  
 
Today I am reading Ezekiel 37:1-14:  
The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me 
down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones.  He led me all around them; there were very many 
lying in the valley, and they were very dry.  He said to me, "Mortal, can these bones live?"  I 
answered, "O Lord God you know."  Then he said to me, "Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: 
'O dry bones, hear the world of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath 
to enter you and you shall live.  I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you and 
cover you with skin and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord."   
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied suddenly there was a noise, a 
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone.  I looked, and there were sinews on them, 
and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them.  Then 
he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord 
God: Come from the 4 winds, O breath and breathe upon these slain, that they may live."  I 
prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them and they lived and stood on their 
feet, a vast multitude. 
Then he said to me, "Mortal these bones are the whole house of Israel.  They say, 'Our bones are 
dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.  Therefore prophesy and say to them, Thus 
says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your grass, O My people; 
and I will bring you back to the land of Israel.  And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open 
your graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people.  I will put my spirit within you, and you 
shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and 
will act, says the Lord."  
	  
Devotional:	  
	  
Life from death is a central message of 
our faith.  Jesus' death on the cross 
brings eternal life for every 
believer.  Ezekiel saw the dry bones rise 
up with new life, and we who were dead 
in sin can see new life in our 
bones.  Even in the darkest of days and 
times, when it seems like death has won, 
life can return if we can wait for it.  God 
can always bring new life and provide for 
us even when it seems everything is 
lost.  May God give us the eyes to see 
through the lens of faith.  	   	  



 
I haven't really had much opportunity to be around bones.  I grew up in the city, and we didn't have 
bones lying around in our neighborhood.  Bones for our dog was about the extent of my exposure to 
dry bones!  But I remember one time when we stayed in a cabin in the woods somewhere (My 
favorite books at the time were Laura Ingalls Wilder books, Little House in the Big Woods, Little 
House on the Prairie and so I was so excited.) Our little house in the big woods had a main room with 
a big fireplace, steps up to a loft on the second floor, several bedrooms and bathrooms.  And On the 
WALL were two large heads.   A Moose and a Buck.  And then a SKULL....an up front and personal 
experience of dry bones.  If God had come into that space and stirred up those dry bones I would 
have DIED...But then a couple of years ago one of my cats disappeared.   She was old, had been 
with me for a long time.  I was in California visiting Katie at the time and the sweet church member 
who was watching my cats and dogs was so worried.  When I came home she didn't come back.  We 
looked everywhere and finally found her in the garage.  (It had been several days/a week or so and 
the odor was a big clue).   Or what was left of her.  I'm pretty sure coyotes got her.  I was so sad--sad 
that she was gone, sad that she died a cruel death, but so glad to find her remains.  My prayer was 
that her death wasn't too awful, that she didn't suffer horribly.  I didn't like knowing/coming across her 
bones because it meant she wouldn't be my sweet kitty anymore.  And I say all this in the context of a 
pet because its a little easier to think about than a loved one who is no longer with us.  I know that 
God breathes life into our bones.  Sometimes we might feel like we have old bones that could use a 
little of the Spirit's breath upon us.  Ezekiel lets us know that even the old dry bones, lost bones, 
forgotten bones, bones covered with sand and bleached by the sun, etc etc --these old bones can 
have new life breathed into them. My hope is that we can read this passage from Ezekiel as good 
news-- the Spirit breathes life into old bones lying in a tomb, or scattered in the woods, or bleached 
under the sun,--and know that God reconstructs, brings alive, renews, refreshes even causes old 
bones to be reborn-- and that includes the losses we face in our lifetimes.  I believe that we will see 
them again.  All those who have gone before us, can and will have the Spirit blow on them, and they 
will rise up and join in the triumphal procession through the pearly gates and on the golden streets of 
heaven.  Thanks be to God!!! 
	  
PRAYER REQUESTS:  

• Please pray for Edna Johnson and Shirley Palmer  
• Please pray for the mission team in Mexico (and thanksgiving that Anna was able to accompany an 

injured person home)  
• Please pray for our church and community as we continue to build relationships  

 
CALENDAR:  
 

• Thursday April 3:  6:30 Finance Committee 
   7:00  Spiritual Development Pillar  

• Sunday April 6:  1 service at 10:30 , Wesley Foundation ETSU leading.  Lunch follows to raise funds for 
Wesley 

                                                                Foundation Mission Trip to Alaska  
5:00 Easter Egg Hunt and Hot Dog Dinner, Powell Park 

• Sunday April 13: Palm Sunday One Service  
  
          "Preach the gospel at all times and when necessary use words."    St Francis of Assisi 
 
Blessings,  
Jane Taylor 
First United Methodist Church  
Johnson City TN 	  


