
 
 
EVOTION FOR WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 1, 2014 
 
Dear Friends,  
 
Today I am reading Philippians 3:4b-14 
 
4 though I myself have reasons 
for such confidence. 

If someone else thinks they 
have reasons to put confidence 
in the flesh, I have more: 
5 circumcised on the eighth 
day, of the people of Israel, of 
the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew 
of Hebrews; in regard to the 
law, a Pharisee; 6 as for zeal, 
persecuting the church; as for 
righteousness based on the 
law, faultless. 

7 But whatever were gains to 
me I now consider loss for the 
sake of Christ. 8 What is more, 
I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for 
whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in 
him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith 
in[a] Christ—the righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith. 10 I want to know Christ—
yes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his 
death, 11 and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead. 

12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take 
hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself 
yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is 
ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in 
Christ Jesus. 
 
Sometimes when I need it most, I am reminded of God's words and the words of a beautiful Christian 
song, "Humble Thyself in the sight of the Lord.  Humble thyself in the sight of the Lord.  And he will lift 
you up, higher and higher and He will lift you up."  We forget that so often, me included.   
 
An author named Jeff Wedge tells a story about a little mouse riding on the back of an elephant and 
they went across a rickety bridge.  And the rickety bridge shook and rattled.  And after they crossed 
the bridge, the mouse said, "We sure did make that bridge shake!"   

	  



 
Sometimes we want to focus on our successes, our skills, the ways that we are making bridges 
shake, .... and honestly, we aren't all that--as my kids used to say.  AND even more honestly, its easy 
to see others do that, and we are ALL capable of wanting people to think, maybe even bragging a bit 
too loudly about how "all that" we are.  Paul says... If we think we are guaranteed salvation, then 
according to Paul, he is the most worthy or ought to feel the most secure.  After all, he says, earlier in 
this chapter: "I was circumcised on the 8th day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, a Hebrew born of Hebrews, a Pharisee, a persecutor of the church, and blameless under 
the law."  OUCH.  
 
Paul was dedicated to carrying out every rule of the law.  He was defending the Jewish faith against 
the heretical sect of Christians.  And as one who would be judged by the requirements of the law, he 
considered himself blameless.  :)  
 
BUT.... no matter how high we think of ourselves, we have some areas where we fall short.  And Paul 
acknowledges in other writings that he falls short in some ways.  And he is really writing here for 
effect, not for how wonderful he thinks he is.   
 
But bragging is designed to elevate ourselves by pushing other people down.  Bragging is exclusive, 
when we compare ourselves to others.  Bragging is destructive, poisoning personal relationships, 
threatening peaceful relations among people.  And Paul discourages it.  
 
Paul finds out, and shares with us here, that all the good stuff he was so proud of, all the things he 
worked so hard to accomplish, all of his life had become a complete loss.  And for someone like Paul, 
it is truly amazing that he admits that everything he thought was so great about himself, is 
meaningless.  Meaningless because of Jesus.  Because Paul knows Christ, he realizes that that is all 
that matters.  Everything else has lost meaning.   
 
And so then Paul proceeds to brag about the fact that he has lost everything and nothing means 
anything to him but Christ and his relationship with Christ.  And it is this relationship with Christ that is 
the opposite of bragging.  Where bragging shuts people out, diminishes others and draws circles of 
exclusiveness around ourselves, the opposite happens with Christ.  We share with Christ a 
relationship that opens us up to others.  Helps us to lift up others. To praise others actions. To think of 
others as better than ourselves. And rather than excluding others we invite others to join with us and 
share in the love of God as we have come to know it through Christ.   
 
Paul tells us that he has not yet obtained all the benefits or even reached the goal of a complete 
relationship with Christ, but is still working on it.  From Christ's perspective, Paul has been accepted 
and belongs to Christ.  But from Paul's perspective, he is still working on it, trying to accept that 
complete relationship that he has been given.   
 
All that to say, in all our efforts to be perfect, to accomplish things, to be successful, Paul is a 
reminder to us that its just not quite that simple when we talk about our relationship with Christ.  Paul 
has spent years working on his relationship, trying to get everything in order and to ensure that he 
has done what he can to perfect the relationship.  But he finds, he is still working at it day by day.   
 
There once was a woman with a houseful of children.  One day she went next door to visit a neighbor 
and when she got back she found her five youngest children huddled in the middle of the living room 
floor with something wiggling.  They were gathered around a family of skunks.  And so she screamed, 
"RUN... RUN."  And each child picked up a baby skunk and ran as fast as they could!  That's our 
story.  We claim the relationship but its hard to live in that relationship with all the cute little 
skunks!  We have no idea what a stinky problem they can be.   



 
Paul encourages us to keep looking toward the prize.  The call of God in Jesus Christ--following the 
example of Christ, serving others, working for the betterment of others and the world, and living for 
Christ.  We don't do it for reward but because Christ wants this relationship with us.  :)   
 
PRAYERS AND PRAISES: 
 
Please pray for:  

• Carrie Denny, surgery yesterday went well.  She is home recovering  
• LuAnne Love, sinus surgery last week went well, she is home recovering  
• Lisa Kleven  
• Jane Eddy 
• Edna Johnson  
• Jean Jones 
• Mildred Boyd 
• Lorena Hess 
• Doug Brobeck, Jean Brobeck's son  
• Mickey Honeycutt, upcoming surgery  

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

• Finance Committee Thursday October 2, 6:30  
• Masquerade Ball at The Charles, sponsored by youth.  Lots of special musicians! Proceeds to 

go to help those affected by Ebola Epidemic in West Africa  
 

• Coming up: 
• Heritage Day 
• Stewardship/Pledge Sunday  

 
 
"Preach the gospel at all times and when necessary use words."   

St Francis of Assisi 
 
Blessings,  
 
Jane Taylor 
First United Methodist Church  
Johnson City TN  
 


