
 
 
EVOTION FOR WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 22, 2014 
 
Dear Friends,  
 
Today I am reading I Thessalonians 2:1-8:  
 
You yourselves know, brothers and 
sisters, that our coming to you was not 
in vain, but though we had already 
suffered and been shamefully 
mistreated at Philippi, as you know, 
we had courage in our God to declare 
to you the gospel of God in spite of 
great opposition.  For our appeal does 
not spring from deceit or impure 
motives or trickery, but just as we 
have been approved by God to be 
entrusted with the message of the 
gospel, even so we speak, not to 
please mortals, but to please God who 
tests our hearts.  As you know and as 
God is our witness, we never came 
with words of flattery or with a pretext 
for greed; nor did we seek praise from 
mortals, whether from you or from 
others, though we might have made 
demands as apostles of Christ.  But we were gentle among you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her 
own children.  So deeply do we care for you that we are determined to share with you not only the 
gospel of God but also our own selves, because you have become very dear to us.   
 
Fears of the Ebola virus spreading across the US are creating worries for many people, and not just 
healthcare workers.  Nina Pham's battle against this disease is proving to be a challenge.  Pham was 
the first health care worker in the US to be diagnosed with Ebola, and was part of Thomas Duncan's 
care team.  Duncan died October 8, 2014.  Nina Pham was initially treated at the Dallas Hospital 
where she works, but has since been transferred to the NIH in Bethesda, Maryland.   
Nina Pham is a nurse and a graduate of Texas Christian University.  She became one of the first to 
respond to Ebola in the US and embodies the spirit of Paul's metaphor in 1 Thessalonians--she 
gently, tenderly cared for Duncan, facing the greatest risk of expose to the disease.  A single drop of 
blood from an Ebola patient can contain nearly half a billion viral particles.  It is RISKY.  Instead of 
fear, Pham approached her nursing duties as part of her calling, fulfilling Jesus' words to "love your 
neighbor as yourself."  Nurses on the front line of this epidemic in Africa and nurses on the front line 
world wide understand the risks.  There is little room for error.  
 

	  



The infected health care worker in Spain has apparently overcome Ebola.  Praise God! Her most 
recent blood test showed no signs of the virus.  She must take an additional blood test to confirm that 
she is virus free.  She continues to be quarantined.  And in Dallas, 43 of the 48 watch list have been 
cleared.   And in Nigeria, World Health Organization officials have declared the country Ebola free.   
 
The news is not so good in other countries.  More than 9000 individuals have become ill, with half of 
those succumbing to the disease.  Most of those have been in West Africa.  The suffering 
continues.  According to the news, missteps have included failure to respond quickly, lack of 
cooperation among agencies, and underestimating the enormity of the risks.   
 
One huge concern is the stigma that has developed in treating Ebola.  Health care workers are 
working in difficult conditions, being ostracized by friends and family, and trying to accomplish much 
with little equipment and medicine.   
 
It’s a test of the heart and the soul--loving God and neighbor. And the situation with the church in 
Thessalonica was similar.  Paul was mistreated, but he clung to the integrity of his calling. And the 
Thessalonians gave him a warm welcome, in contrast to his agony in Philippi.  Paul risks it all--
rejection, humiliation, abuse.  He makes his way to Thessalonica, as a gentle nurse, filled with 
courage and conviction.  Paul demonstrates care and boldness.  He LOVES them.   
 
May we be people of fearless love. May we love boldly and offer compassionate witness to those in 
need, loving our neighbor as ourselves.  :)  
 
PRAISES AND PRAYER CONCERNS: 
 
Please pray for Barbara Marrs and Jean Jones at NHC 
Lorena Hess 
Edna Johnson 
Shirley Palmer 
Helen Holyfield  
Randy Adams broke his leg in a tractor accident 
Youth who will be on retreat this weekend; and youth leaders and chaperones 
Those impacted by Ebola and other communicable diseases.  
 
CALENDAR and ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
 
Tuesday October 28  SPR 6:30 
Wednesday October 29:  Trunk of Treats   Church-Wide Event – All are welcome – Hot Dog Dinner 
Sunday November 2  ALL SAINTS DAY 
Monday November 3, Worship Pillar, 7 pm  
Thursday November 6  Finance Meeting  
 
 
"Preach the gospel at all times and when necessary use words."   

St Francis of Assisi 
 
Blessings,  
 
Jane Taylor 
First United Methodist Church  
Johnson City, TN  
 


