
 
 
Dear Friends,  
 
 
Today I am reading 
               John 10:1-10: 
 
 
Very truly I tell you, anyone who 
does not enter the sheepfold by 
the gate but climbs in by another 
way is a thief and a bandit.  The 
one who enters by the gate is the 
shepherd of the sheep.  The 
gatekeeper opens the gate for 
him, and the sheep hear his 
voice.  He calls his own sheep by 
name and leads them out.  When 
he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they 
know his voice.  They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because they do 
not know the voice of strangers."  Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not 
understand what he ways saying to them.  SO again Jesus said to them, "Very truly I tell you, I 
am the gate for the sheep.  All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did 
not listen to them.  I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go 
out and find pasture.  The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.  I came that they may 
have life, and have it abundantly.   
 
 
Devotional: 
 
 
There's an old story--you can probably put yourself right in it-- about a man who made 
pancakes for his two children one Saturday morning.  And the two boys got into an argument 
about who would get the first pancake.  The dad wanted to be "Father of the year" and he said 
"If Jesus were here with us, he would say, "Let my brother have the first pancake."  And one 
of the little boys looked at the other one and said, "You be Jesus."   
 
 
We all know the challenges of living with one another.  In our families, we have differences 
from time to time.  Maybe we don't want the same things for supper.  Maybe we need more 
help around the house.  Maybe we don't like the same TV shows.  Church life is like family 
life.  We don't always agree on everything.  When we receive new members we say, "We 

	  



welcome our brothers and sisters in Christ."  We use family words.   
 
 
Sometimes we have a little controversy or differences of opinion in the church.  Some of us 
like certain hymns.  Some of us like the altar a certain way.  Some of us don't like to use 
technology--(the screen) in worship.  We can all think of things that we might not agree on, 
but we are a family, and we try not to let those things divide us.   
 
 
Jesus said and did things during his life that created controversy.  He taught things that were 
not what the religious leaders of his day believed.  He hung out with people who weren't 
accepted by the status quo. The religious authorities and the Roman government were 
convinced he was a threat and so they had him killed.  
 
 
No matter what we are dealing with in our family lives at home or at church, we can always 
remember that Jesus is the Good Shepherd.  And he is the gate for the sheepfold.  Whenever 
we deal with difficulties in life, we remember that we deal with them from the viewpoint of 
Jesus the Good Shepherd, from the view of Jesus and his teachings, from the view of the 
Bible and scriptural teachings.  We are called to be people who live out the ethic of Jesus,--- 
"love your neighbor and love your enemy." It doesn't matter what our personal preferences 
are as long as we remember to love our neighbor and our enemy.   
 
 
We face so many things in the world today that are very far removed from the time the Bible 
was written.  The writers of the Bible had no idea that the world would face issues like 
cloning, abortion, global warming, --you name it, it seems like we are facing it.   
 
 
We come to church to worship the God we know in Jesus Christ.  Jesus taught us that God 
wants us to love each other and love our enemies.  If our worship is relevant to our lives, from 
time to time, we might not agree on particular things that happen in our worship 
services.  The United Methodist Church has always dealt with tough issues, and has always 
tried to be relevant to the world around us.  John Wesley said, "The World is my 
parish."  John Wesley preached against slavery in England in the 18th century, and he even 
wrote letters to America AGAINST the Revolutionary War.  
 
 
The United Methodist Church has a stance on a variety of issues.  We are not a church that 
demands that we all agree on every issues--we believe in thinking and in letting each other 
think.  We all have the ability and the freedom to make up our own minds on the things that 
might divide us, and hopefully express ourselves with great humility and love for one 
another.   
 
 
Regardless of anything else, we are the flock of the One Good Shepherd, both when we agree 
and when we disagree.  We are all servants of our One Lord and hopefully we are all trying to 
figure out how to make it in a world filled with complex decisions, and to do what God would 
have us do and be. If we approach things with a spirit of humility and respect, then we are 



each stronger, and we are stronger as a church, our witness is more effective, and our faith is 
more relevant to the world we live in.  That's the kind of church I want us to be, don't you??  
 
 
PRAYER CONCERNS: 
 
Please pray for Nancy Honeycutt, who is recovering from knee replacement.  
 
Please pray for the family of Evelyn Williams who passed away Monday.  Memorial service 
Saturday at 11, followed by receiving of friends at the church.  
 
Please pray for Elizabeth Bailey, who continues to recover at home.   
 
Please pray for our church, our children and youth, our ministries.   
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS and CALENDAR:  
 
Please join us for a combined service Sunday, featuring our children in a musical play 
entitled, "I am a Friend of God."   
 
 
"Preach the gospel at all times and when necessary use words."  
                                                                                               St Francis of Assisi 
 
 
Blessings,  
 
Jane Taylor 
First United Methodist Church  
Johnson City TN 	  
	  


