
 
E-votion for Wednesday, June 25 2014 
 
Please accept my apologies that I am just now getting this out to you.  (Thursday June 26) 
 
Dear Friends,  
 
Today (actually yesterday) I am reading Genesis 22:1-14:  
 
After these things, God tested Abraham.  He said to him, "Abraham!"  And he said, "I am here!"  He said, "Take 
your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt 
offering on one of the mountains that I shall show you."  So Abraham rose early 
in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and 
his son Isaac; he cut the 
wood for the burnt 
offering, and set out and 
went to the place in 
the distance that God 
had shown him.  On 
the third day Abraham 
looked up and saw 
the place far 
away.  Then 
Abraham said to his 
young men, "Stay 
here with the donkey; 
the boy and I will go 
over there; we will 
worship, and then we 
will come back to 
you."  Abraham took the 
wood of the burnt offering 
and laid it on his son Isaac, 
and he himself carried the 
fire and the knife.  So the two 
of them walked on together.  Isaac said to his father, Abraham "Father."  And he said, "Here I 
am my son."  He said "The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?"  Abraham 
said, "God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, my son."  So the two of them walked on together.   
When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there and laid the wood in 
order.  He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood.  Then Abraham reached out his 
hand and took the knife to kill his son.  But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven and said, 
"Abraham, Abraham."  And he said, "Here I am."  He said, "Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to 
him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me."   
And Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its horns.  Abraham went and took the ram and 
offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son.   
So Abraham called that place, "The Lord will provide;" as it is said to this day.  "On the mount of the Lord it 
shall be provided."   

God	  will	  
provide	  
	  a	  sheep	  for	  the	  
burnt	  offering	  my	  

son.	  
And	  they	  both	  
walked	  on	  
together	  

Gen	  22:8	  



 
How far would you go for God?  Abraham proves how far he is willing to go for God.  Unless we don't have all 
the information in this passage, Abraham doesn't seem to skip a beat between God suggesting that he 
sacrifice his son and heading out to do just that.  We don't hear ANYTHING about an internal struggle or 
argument with God about God's plan.   
 
He stretches the truth a little with the young men who went with them when he says "WE will be right 
back."  He dodges Isaac's question about the lamb for the burnt offering and goes ahead and gets ready to kill 
him.  And in the nick of time, the angel of the Lord stops him, but not before Isaac knows how it feels to be tied 
up, under a pile of wood, and his father with a knife out.   
 
How far would you go?  
 
Religious zeal, if directed the right way, is powerful; if directed the wrong way is deadly.  
 
I keep hearing about this ISIS group on the news (Islamic State of Iraq and Syria).  It is a group of younger, 
disenfranchised Sunnis who are reacting violently to Shiite domination, and they are blazing through Iraq in a 
march to Baghdad.  They are providing humanitarian aid to Sunnis only, organized activities for children, AND 
inflicting brutal punishment on those who violate the Sharia law it is imposing.  They published a pamphlet in 
2007 outlining a vision for Iraq in which "Religion is paramount" over administering services.  They says that 
"improving conditions is less than important than the condition of their religion."   
 
It is HORRIFYING.  How far would YOU go?   
 
What is the fitting answer for religious zeal?  What keeps passion and fanaticism in line and directs us toward 
faithfulness?  What does God want from us?   
 
PRAISES AND PRAYER REQUESTS: 
 

• Please pray for Nancy and Calvin McMann and family in the death of Nancy's mother Bernice 
Taylor.  Memorial service Saturday at 4 at this church.  

• Please pray for Phil Gray who is recovering from hernia surgery.  
• Please pray for Martha Hauff, who broke her hip in a fall.  She is at Unicoi Hospital.   
• Please continue to pray for Jane Eddy.  
• Please pray for Jessie Hall, Scott Huff and Serena Crowder who are on a mission trip in the Czech 

Republic.  
 
CALENDAR AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

• Saturday 4 pm Memorial Service  Bernice Taylor  
• Sunday 9:30  5th Sunday Breakfast, Fellowship Hall  

 
 
           "Preach the gospel at all times and when necessary use words."  
                                                                                               St Francis of Assisi 
 
Blessings,  
 
Jane Taylor 
First United Methodist Church  
Johnson City TN  
 
	  


