
 
Wednesday, July 9 2014 
 
Dear Friends,  
 
Today I am reading Genesis 25:19-34: 
 
These are the descendants of 
Isaac, Abraham's son: Abraham 
was the father of Isaac, and 
Isaac was 40 years old when he 
married Rebekah, daughter of 
Bethuel the Aramean of 
Paddanaram, sister of Laban 
the Aramean.  Isaac prayed to 
the Lord for his wife, because 
she was barren; and the Lord 
granted his prayer and his wife 
Rebekah conceived.  The 
children struggled together 
within her; and she said, "If it is 
to be this way, why do I 
live?"  So she went to inquire of 
the Lord.  And the Lord said to 
her, "Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples born of you shall be divided; the one 
shall be stronger than the other.  The elder shall serve the younger,"  When her time to give 
birth was at hand, there were twins in her womb.  The first came out red, al his body like a 
hairy mantle; so they named him Esau.  Afterward his brother came out, with his hand 
gripping Esau's heel; so he was named Jacob.  Isaac was 60 years old when she bore them. 
When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was a quiet 
man, living in tents.  Isaac loved Esau, because he was fond of game; but Rebekah loved 
Jacob.  
Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was 
famished.  Esau said to Jacob, "Let me eat seem of that red stuff, for I am 
famished."  (Therefore he was called Edom).  Jacob said, "First sell me your birthright."  Esau 
said, "I am about to die; of what use is a birthright to me?"  Jacob said, "Swear to me 
first."  So he swore to him, and sold his birthright to Jacob.  Then Jacob gave Esau bread and 
lentil stew, and he ate and drank, and rose and went his way.  Thus Esau despised his 
birthright.   
 
I once knew a family with 18 children.  This was WAY before all these reality TV shows.  By the 
time they got to the 17th child, they were out of names.  So they named that baby 
"Winner."  And yes, guess what.. they had another baby and named her "loser."  UGH.  They 
loved them both, they just couldn't think of any more names.  What was interesting was that 
Winner turned out to be a loser and Loser turned out to be a Winner.  Can you believe 

	  



that???  Winner became a habitual criminal, arrested at least 30 times and Loser became a 
stellar police officer!   
 
I have talked to people before who say they don't read the Bible because its about a bunch of 
holier-than-thou, do-gooders walking around with halos over their heads... Seriously?  The 
Bible is filled with stories like this one with Jacob and Esau, Isaac and Rebekah--who could be 
modern day finalists for being named the "Most Dysfunctional Family of the Year."  Makes me 
feel good about my little family!  
 
This story gives us the impression that Isaac and Rebekah were good, faithful, God-fearing 
people.  Isaac prayed, asked God to help them have a baby, and God gave them twins.  If we 
just read that part, we might say, "And they lived happily ever after."  
 
But they didn't.  Each parent chose a favored child.  I wonder if that happens today.  Isaac's 
favorite was Esau.  Esau was a boy's boy, a man's man.. he hunted, he loved the outdoors, 
and Isaac loved that.  Rebekah's favorite was Jacob.  We don't know why. Maybe it was 
because God told her the younger would rule the older.  Maybe she wanted to back the 
"winner."  And Jacob was a homebody, so he most likely spent a lot of time with his mother.   
 
In those days the oldest child got the biggest inheritance--double the amount of any other 
children.  So even though Esau was rugged, probably not as intelligent as his brother, his 
future was secure.  And he signed it away for a bowl of "red stuff."  (Chili?)  in my mind's eye, 
Esau is like Cookie Monster on Sesame Street.  When he sees food, his stomach takes over 
and he gobbles down as much as he can as quickly as he can.  Because he let his stomach 
take over, Esau messed up his future. He sold out.   
 
Do we sell out?  Do we become Losers over our future?   
Sometimes we think that whatever it is that is right in front of us at the moment is ALL THAT 
MATTERS... We get stuck in satisfying whatever our current hunger is and miss out on the 
inheritance that God promises us.   
 
Let us focus our eyes on the tomorrow that is coming, the tomorrow that God promises us.  
 
PRAISES AND PRAYER CONCERNS:  
• Please pray for Shirley Palmer, who remains at JCMC with a broken vertebra from a fall.  NO 

VISITORS 
• Please pray for Kathy Tidwell's sister in law and her family in Florida.  
• Please continue to pray for Jim and Kathy's daughter Samantha Lovelace, who is home!  
• Please pray for our children and youth ministries which are gearing up for Fall!  We have 

Behavior plans, a new Sunday Schedule, a retreat planned, and much more!  God is 
Good!  

• Please pray for THE BRANCH, our new worship service.  
• Please continue to pray for our church, that we will be faithful, see what God is doing, and 

follow!  
 
CALENDAR AND ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
• Kent Merrill sent out the below:   
• If you can help, please let Kent know or call the church office and Kathy will let Kent know.   
"Family Promise has some urgent needs that I want to share with you. The Church that was 
scheduled to host next week is unable to do so, and Wesley United Methodist has agreed to the use 
of their facility for hosting, but they can’t provide the volunteers. If you can help out, please let me 
know and I’ll pass on the information."    -- Kent 



• Thursday, July 10 6:30 Finance Committee 
• Friday July 11 6 pm Young Adult Cookout/Swim party 
• Thursday July 17 Communications Pillar, Leadership Pillar, Edith Dowd voice recital 
• Friday July 18 10 am Melting Pot.   
 
Also Please Note: 
We are discontinuing the morning announcements on Sunday mornings at the 10:30 service 
to allow for more time at the end so I can greet you (YAY!) after the service.  Please pay 
careful attention to the Announcements published in the Worship Guide.   
 
"Preach the gospel at all times and when necessary use words." 
                                                                                                    St Francis of Assisi 
 
Blessings,  
 
Jane Taylor 
First United Methodist Church  
Johnson City TN  


