
 
 
EVOTION FOR WEDNESDAY AUGUST 25, 2014 
 
Dear Friends,  
 
Today I am reading Matthew 
16:21-28 
From that time on, Jesus began to 
show his disciples that he must go 
to Jerusalem and undergo great 
suffering at the hands of the elders 
and chief priests and scribes, and 
be killed, and on the third day be 
raised.   
And Peter took him aside and 
began to rebuke him saying, "God 
forbid it Lord!  This must never 
happen to you."  But he turned and 
said to Peter, "Get behind me, 
Satan!  You are a stumbling block 
to me; for you are setting your mind 
not on divine things but on human 
things."  
Then Jesus told his disciples, "If 
any want to become my followers, 
let them deny themselves and take 
up their cross and follow me.  For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose 
their life for my sake will find it."  For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their 
life?  Or what will they give in return for their life?  
For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay 
everyone for what has been done. Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste 
death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom." 
 
We live in a world where self-fulfillment, accomplishment, personal enrichment and enjoyment are the 
goals most people seek, and it just seems inconceivable that people might willingly sacrifice, suffer, 
even be humiliated so others can benefit.  But there are many people whose unselfish example and 
willingness to put their personal needs aside for the needs of the whole.  Such sacrifice transforms 
both individuals and nations.   
 
In previous generations, massive immigration into the United States has taken place.  Most 
immigrants found themselves, at least initially upon immigration, living in urban squalor; Like New 
York's Hell's Kitchen.  The general environment was one of poverty, unsanitary living conditions, and 
a general sense of hopelessness among the people.  (Anyone read Angela's Ashes?)  And much like 
today, most Americans ignored or refused to listen to the cries of the immigrant masses; except for 

	  



Walter Rauschenbusch, a Baptist minister, raised and educated in Rochester, New York.  He served 
as pastor of a small church in Hell's Kitchen and listened to the pain and suffering of his people.  He 
saw their daily struggles and worked to alleviate their pain.  And later, Rauschenbusch became a 
spokesperson for the Social Gospel movement.  In one of his books, Rauschenbusch envisioned 
society being transformed if people are just willing to apply the gospel message to contemporary 
problems.  Rauschenbusch is just one person who took seriously Jesus' injunction to bear the cross 
and follow in his footsteps.   
 
My parents were born during the Great Depression, the worst economic disaster in American 
history.  So many people were impacted by this horrific economic downturn which resulted in jobs 
lost, foreclosures, and so many other things.  In American history class, I studied the efforts of 
President Roosevelt and the New Deal to right American's economic ship, but never heard much 
about the work of Peter Maurin or Dorothy Day and the Catholic worker movement.  Maurin was a 
French peasant who emigrated to the US with lots of ideas for social transformation but no good way 
to publicize his views.  Dorothy Day was a journalist and a recent convert to Catholicism, looking for 
vocation.  They founded the Catholic Worker movement, and sponsored roundtable discussions of 
contemporary issues, along with houses of hospitality and farm communes for the poor.  They 
voluntarily lived simply so others could simply live.  They took seriously Jesus' injunction to bear the 
cross and follow in his footsteps.   
 
One of my heroes, Oscar Romero was a 
priest, pastor and became archbishop in 
El Salvador.  Romero advocates land 
reform and championed the right of the 
poor in his diocese.  Romero believed 
that any type of injustice was wrong, but it 
was especially wrong when the 
defenseless and those with no voice were 
being persecuted.  He took on the cause 
of righteousness for the poor and paid the 
ultimate price when he was assassinated 
in March 1980.  Romero took seriously 
Jesus' injunction to bear the cross and 
follow in his footsteps.   
 
Are you burdened by the afflictions of others, the poor, or those plagued by injustice?  Do you seek 
Jesus' assistance in carrying your burdens?  Do you have sufficient strength and courage to take on 
the burdens of others?   
 
Gotta love Peter!  He professed his belief in Jesus as Lord; he demonstrated his faith in seeing 
beyond the human characteristics of Jesus; but here, he refuses to accept God's plan.  Peter had the 
great privilege of walking in the footsteps of the Lord, but that did not give him the ability to 
understand the Divine plan.  He just could not accept the fact that Jesus came to suffer and die.  He 
did not want to bear the loneliness and fear living without Jesus would mean.   
 
For us living as disciples in the world today, God's plan brings a cross for us each to carry.  Its our 
choice whether we face the challenge or run away like Peter did.  Jesus bore the pain of the world 
when he carried the cross, but he knew and wasn't afraid to profess the necessity of doing so.  He 
challenged Peter and he challenges us to deny ourselves, pick up our crosses and follow in his 
footsteps.  We don't necessarily go out of our way to find a cross to carry or the pain it brings, but we 
also are not to run away from the reality of life and walking the road with Jesus.  
 

	  



Today's world would say that it is foolish for a person to give his/her life away.  Everywhere we look 
we see advertisements and proclamations that life is here and now.  Go for the gusto, live today, 
secure the great treasures of wealth and power and prestige.  Have it all.... the world says.  Jesus 
says for us to take up the cross, shoulder the burden, lose our life now and experience abundant and 
eternal life.   
 
PRAYER CONCERNS AND PRAISES: 
 
Please pray for:  
Edna Johnson, Jane Eddy, Soldiers at home and abroad, Linda and David Kornblum, the Middle 
East,  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS and CALENDAR: 
 

• Bill Carter preaching at 10:30 Sunday August 31 
• Steve Morrison preaching at The Branch, Sunday August 31.  

 
• Trustees meet Sept 2, 6 pm  

 
• Tree Street Yard Sale September 6.  Watch for: Youth selling lemonade, drinks; Czech 

fundraiser; and other church related fundraisers.  
 

• Worship Pillar meets Monday September 8, 7 pm  
• Church Council Tuesday September 9, 7 pm 
• Church picnic Sept. 14 at Rotary Park.  

 
• New class starting: Serving from the Heart in the parlor during Sunday School.  

 
 
"Preach the gospel at all times and when necessary use words." 
                                                                                   St Francis of Assisi 
 
Blessings,  
 
Jane Taylor 
First United Methodist Church  
Johnson City TN  


