
 
Dear Friends,  
 
Today I am reading:  1 Peter 2:2-10 
 
Like newborn infants, long for the pure, 
spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow 
into salvation--if indeed you have tasted 
that the Lord is good.  
Come to him, a living stone, though 
rejected by mortals yet chosen and 
precious in God's sight, and like living 
stones, let yourselves be built into a 
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, 
to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 
God through Jesus Christ.  For it stands 
in scripture:  
"See I am laying in ZIon a stone,  
a cornerstone chosen and precious;  
and whoever believes in him will not be 
put to shame." 
To you then who believe, his is precious; 
but for those who do not believe,  
"The stone that the builders rejected has 
become the very head of the corner," and  
" A stone that makes them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall."  
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.  
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own people, in order that you may 
proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.  
Once you were not a people, but now you are God's people;  
Once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.  
 
Devotion: 
 
I am filled with random knowledge that is rarely useful.... Did you know that there is an old wives tale 
that says if you are at a building site, and your shadow touches the cornerstone of the building, its 
bad luck.  The idea is that the cornerstone is supposed to support the building for a long 
time.  SO  I've always believes its a good idea to not let my shadow touch a cornerstone.  BUT I have 
never even seen a cornerstone of a new building.  But the cornerstone reminds me of Jesus.  "The 
stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone of our faith."  The 
foundation.  Supporting the faith for a long time.   
 
The wonderful people who built our church almost a hundred years ago had a lot to consider in 

	  

Here is the church. Here is the steeple. Open the 
door and see all the people. 



designing this church---did they want it to have a steeple?  Did it have to have a bell in the bell tower--
do we even have to have a bell tower?  How many Sunday school rooms do we need?  How big is 
the sanctuary going to be?  They did a great job.  We have a beautiful, beautiful church.  
 
Jesus didn't think about these things when he established the church.  He started with a firm 
foundation, and built the church that has been rocked and windblown, shaken and flooded, attacked 
by enemies, but has withstood through the ages.  
 
What is the church?  Is it simply the building?  OR are we continually building a church, filled with life, 
and goals of bringing more life?  Jesus built a LIVING church, with LIVING stones that were the 
building materials.  And the living stones had as their cornerstone the builders had rejected.  Jesus 
was rejected by people, but God had already chosen the cornerstone to become the foundation for 
the church on earth.  
 
Jesus believed in his construction ability.  He had the world to choose from but he selected very 
simple materials:  fishermen, tax collector, people of simple means and position in society.  He didn't 
have any kings in his foundation.  He didn't have a business plan.  He didn't have any marketers and 
developers.   
 
He just had stones.  A variety of stones.  Stones that would weather the cause.  That would not 
crumble under the weight that would be built on them.  Jesus chose well-suited materials for the 
building he constructed.  Jesus built the church to be living, breathing, and of dynamic proportions, 
designed to outlast the ancient structures, some of which still stand today.  Jesus' church was 
designed to last into eternity.  
 
We get so hung up on the building.  Does it meet our needs?  Do we need to do anything major or 
just maintain?  Truthfully, the building itself is not enough.  What is important is "How" we build it.  If 
we don't build the church to reflect the love of Jesus Christ, the church that God intended, then we will 
just have a beautiful empty church building.  I'm so glad we know this!!!  
 
Jesus built the church with living stones; a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God's own 
people.  And because of that, we can proclaim the might acts of the one who called us out into the 
darkness into the light.  This Scripture doesn't say anything about a stagnant church, or a church 
that's held together with rusty nails.  The church Jesus built was carefully planned and chosen, to be 
alive and vibrant, and continually building and rebuilding itself.  Materials were used that continue to 
breathe new life into the church.  We're not about THE CHURCH BUILDING, we are about CHURCH 
BUILDING...Jesus has made us God's own people, by making us his church.   
 
PRAISES AND PRAYER CONCERNS:  
 
If you haven't noticed, open your eyes and see the life that is our children and youth!  We are filling 
this building with young people eager to hear the word of Jesus Christ.  
The Walking Bread ministry will resume with the youth taking on the task of handing out bread in our 
community.  :)  
 
Please pray for  
 

• Novice Gross, who took a bad fall, and injured both legs!   
 



• Jane Eddy, who starts chemotherapy tomorrow 
 

• Nancy Honeycutt who is recovering from knee replacement  
 

• Tom and Shirley Palmer, Guy and Patty Jacobs  
 

• A number of unspoken requests.  God knows the need and knows our hearts.   
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

• The Czech Republic Mission Golf Tournament is scheduled for May 24 7 am-1 pm.  Cost is 
$25.00...  

 
• May 21- Last Wed Niter of the year; Picnic in Powell Park; 6 pm; food provided; games for kids 

 
 
"Preach the gospel at all times and when necessary use words."   
                                                                                St Francis of Assisi 
 
Blessings,  
Jane Taylor 
First United Methodist Church  
Johnson City TN 	  
 
	  


