
 
 

e-Votion for Wednesday, February 4, 2015 
 

Dear Friends,  
 
Today I am reading I Corinthians 9:16-23:  
 
If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no 
ground for boasting, for an obligation is laid on 
me, and woe to me if I do not proclaim the 
gospel!  For if I do this of my own will, I have a 
reward; but if not of my own will, I am 
entrusted with a commission.  What then is my 
reward?  Just this: that in my proclamation, I 
may make the gospel free of charge, so as not 
to make full use of my rights in the gospel.  For 
though I am free with respect to all, I have 
made myself a slave to all, so that I might win 
more of them.  To the Jews, I became as a Jew, 
in order to win Jews.  To those under the law, I 
became as one under the law (though I myself 
am not under the law) so that I might win those 
under the law.  To those outside the law I 
became as one outside the law) thought I am 
not free from God's law but am under Christ's law) so that I might win those outside the law.  To the 
weak, I became weak, so that I might win the weak.  I have become all things to all people, that I 
might by all means save some.  I do it all for the sake of the gospel, so that I might share in its 
blessings.   
 
One of the major tasks of pastors (and congregations) is sharing the GOOD NEWS of the 
Gospel.   Sometimes we get so caught up in the minutiae that we forget that is our purpose, our 
reason for existing as churches.  "To make more and better disciples" is our mission statement here 
at First UMC.  
 
A few years ago our annual conference mantra was, "By all means win some."  In this passage, 
Paul's desire is to urgently proclaim the good news.  In the world today, the "good news" is n't even 
clearly understood, so we might have to connect it to God's amazing acts of healing.  So often, good 
news is mixed with bad news, and it isn't easy to distinguish between.  All of the information this 
week about vaccinations makes me wonder--Is a parent's right to make health decisions for their 
child good news?  Or is it a harbinger of epidemics?  Some people believe mandatory vaccinations 
are not good news.  And then politics get involved!  I don't even know WHAT to think.  The answers 
are complicated.   

	  



 
The good news is that Jesus promises the kingdom of God to be close to people who are 
hurting.  For me, that is good news that begs to be repeated.  Jesus came to proclaim the good news 
of the reign of God.  He brought good news to those who were ill and to all yearning to rise from 
places of heartache and destruction.  The urgency of Paul's calling is shaped by his understanding of 
Christ and the obligation to "by all means win some."  Thanks be to God!  
 
PRAISES AND PRAYER REQUESTS: 
 
Please pray for:  
 
Bill Wood, at Johnson City Med Center 
Calvin Garland  
Jane Eddy and her family  
Susan Fields' mother, Betty Squires 
Carrie Denny 
Cooper, Mollie (Gross) and Baby Warren 
Chuck Short  
 
Unspoken requests  
 
CALENDAR AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
Rev. Bill Carter will lead the Wednesday night program tonight, Feb 4.  I had planned to show a 
video discussion about The Future of the Church, but the online video has been taken down.... As 
soon as I get a copy we will watch it.  
 
Next Wednesday night, Feb 11 will be a YOUTH FUNDRAISER SPAGHETTI SUPPER.  Please support 
our youth as they raise funds for their mission trip this summer.  
 
Feb 18 begins the Lenten season.  We will have our regular Wednesday night meal followed by an 
Ash Wednesday service in the sanctuary at 6:30.  
 
A church wide Lenten study of REVIVAL by Adam Hamilton is planned for Wednesday nights in 
Lent.  Please let me know if you would like a book.  The children and youth will also be studying the 
same material!   
 
Sharon Ritchey is using space in the Neighborhood Center for sewing and wants to offer community 
sewing classes.  Do you know someone from our neighborhood community who wants to learn to 
sew?  Please contact the church office for more information.  Office hours are 9-12 Monday through 
Friday but you can leave a message anytime!  
 
UMW Executive Committee meeting and General Meeting/Luncheon for Thursday Feb 5 has been 
cancelled due to potential inclement weather.  If you are part of UMW and have an offering for "The 
Call to Prayer and Self-Denial please turn it in through the church offering and designate what its for 
on your check or give it to Nancy Honeycutt, UMW Assistant Treasurer.  Thank you!  
 
Finance Committee meets Thursday Feb 5 at 6:30 in the Conference Room 
 



Spiritual Development Pillar Meets Thursday Feb 5 at 7 pm in the Parlor  
 
Sunday February 8 is the District Day of Discipleship "YOU ASKED FOR IT."  Check out the classes. It 
starts at 2 pm at Wesley Memorial UMC. 
   
 
"Preach the gospel at all times and when necessary use words."   

St Francis of Assisi 
 
Blessings,  
Jane Taylor 
First United Methodist Church  
Johnson City TN  


