
 
 

e-Votion for Wednesday, March 25, 2015 
 

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR:  

• Garland Thayer, JCMC  
• Ann Patton, JCMC 
• Jane Eddy and her parents 
• Carrie Denny 
• Barbara Marrs 
• Many unspoken requests 

  
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
Old Restoration Loan:  

We are working diligently to pay down our debt-- a debt that goes back to 2003, a 
commitment that   was made then that has pulled monies from our regular budget in recent 
years. Commitment cards and letters were mailed to our church members this week.  Our goal 
is to have those commitment cards returned Easter Sunday with a goal of financial gifts to be 
collected by April 26.  Many people have continued to give to the capital campaign.  This debt 
has been reduced from over 2 million dollars to just under 200,000 dollars to date.  Thank you 
First UMC for your diligence and faithfulness.  Let's continue to work on this and get it funded 
so that our regular tithes go to the current ministries of the church.   

 
Instead of Easter lilies this year, we are suggesting that you give a donation of $10 or more in honor   
  or memory of loved ones to be paid to the Restoration Loan!  :)  These special gifts will be    
 published in the Easter worship guide just as we have done in the past with the purchase of     
 Easter lilies!  
  
Did you know.... that Sue McGaha is retiring from her position as Financial Secretary effective March     
 31, 2015.  Please pray for Rhonda Simmons, our treasurer, as she assumes the role and    
 responsibility both of the Financial Secretary and Treasurer for the next couple of months (at    
 least.)  And you can thank Sue for her service any time you see her!  :)   She will be missed!!  
 
 
Dear Friends:  
 
Today I am reading Philippians 2:5-11: 
Let the same mine be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did 
not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a 
slave, being born in human likeness, and being found in human form, he humbled himself and 

	  



became obedient to the point of death--even death on a cross.  Therefore God also highly exalted 
him and gave him the name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father.  
 
This coming Sunday is Palm Sunday and every 
year it is a dilemma-- do we claim the festivity of 
Jesus' entrance into Jerusalem, capture the joy of 
the crowd gathered there that day, and offer a 
prelude to Easter Sunday?  The first year I served 
a church I preached on the Passion of the Cross on 
Palm Sunday, knowing that that particular church 
would not gather together again until Easter.  I 
couldn't wrap my mind around NOT talking about 
the cross prior to the Resurrection.  As she was 
leaving, a faithful member said, "Well that was 
depressing."  :)  I didn't ask her what she thought 
Jesus was thinking on that day so many years 
ago.  What do we do?  If we follow Jesus into 
Jerusalem on the donkey on Sunday, where are we 
headed?  Who is this man who arrives in 
Jerusalem and what is at stake as he crosses into 
that faithful city?   
 
Jesus arrives into Jerusalem as the king of the forgotten of the world--the nobodies, the poor, 
outcast, lepers, the blind.  He subverts the existing power schemes. And he ends up on a cross 
before the week is out.  We are so focused on the brutality of ISIS, the bloodshed on the streets of 
this country, the political standoffs taking place in our government, that maybe Jesus challenges our 
thinking-- because in contrast to the world of power and status, Jesus comes humble and 
obedient.  A king... "Who though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as 
something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, he humbled himself and 
was obedient to the point of death--on a cross." 
 
Come and journey with us to the cross starting Sunday morning Palm Sunday, continuing Sunday 
afternoon at 4:30 with our children's program and Easter egg hunt. Wednesday night we will have a 
time of prayer and contemplation as we experience Jesus in the night before his Last Supper, 
betrayal and arrest, followed by Maundy Thursday service (meal at 5:30, service at 6:30).  We will 
worship on Good Friday at 6 pm with Wesley Memorial UMC at Wesley.  Easter breakfast Sunday 
morning beginning at 8, followed by Sunday school, and worship at 10:30 and 11:30.   
 
"Preach the gospel at all times and when necessary use words."     St Francis of Assisi 
 
Blessings,  
 
Jane Taylor 
First United Methodist Church  
Johnson City TN  
 
 

	  


