
 
 

e-Votion for Wednesday, April 15, 2015 
 

Dear Friends:  
 
Today I am reading 1st John 3:1-7 
 
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we 
are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.  Beloved, we are God's 
children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed.  What we do know is this: when he is 
revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is.  And all who have this hope in him purify 
themselves, just as he is pure.  Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is 
lawlessness.  You know that he was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin.  No one 
who abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known him.  Little children, let no 
one deceive you.  Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous.   
 
Spiders are pretty amazing creatures.  Part of God's wonderful creation.  They spin their webs; they 
catch their prey. They plunge their teeth (do spiders have teeth?) into whatever they select as their 
current meal.  In 2005, I WAS that prey--bitten twice by a brown recluse spider.  Since then, well, 
and honestly before then, I had an aversion to spiders.  But I do marvel at the webs they spin.  
 
When I read the 3 little letters of John though I'm reminded of the spider.  For a little background, 
scholars don't really know who wrote these letters. It is entirely possible that it was the same person 
who wrote the GOSPEL of John.  It doesn't really matter.   
 
In these verses of 1 John 3, the words, "the reason why the world does not know us is that it did not 
know God."  If you read 2 John and 3 John though, we are told to "Abide in God."  Abide in God.   
And the spider, staying at the center of the web she spins, safe in the comfort of her home, comes 
out when there is something important to be done. Like LUNCH. When she is finished, she goes back 
home.  I think about how the spider would be unable to focus on her purpose, if she were out 
wandering on her web all day every day, rather than staying at home.   
And I think about us.  We are so busy, we do so many things, important things and good things, but 
often not necessarily the most important thing, which is "Abiding in God."  Or coming to know the 
mind of Christ.  Growing in our likeness to Jesus Christ.  These verses in 1 John, say that the reason 
those who aren't part of the community of faith don't know us, and don't understand us, is because 
they don't know the God we worship.  Those who don't know God, who is revealed to us in Jesus 
Christ, think that God answers our prayers if we are good and punishes us if we are bad.  With that 
as the only understanding of God, talking about forgiveness and loving your enemies sounds pretty 
stupid.  
 
There are also people in our community (and maybe someone reading this) who have been abused 
by their earthly Father, or don't know their earthly Father, and so they struggle to relate to God as 



Father.  There are many images of God.  To say the name God doesn't mean that we all "visualize" 
God in the same way.  Jesus came to introduce us to who God is. While many of the struggles of this 
world--morality, pain, suffering, evil, remain the same for everyone-- knowing who God is, makes all 
the difference.  Jesus said often, "You have heard it said.... but I say,...."  
 
Our main task is to focus on a relationship with God.  If the challenges of the world seduce us into a 
web of some sort, putting out fires, doing good things but forgetting our center, forgetting our 
motivation, our mentor, our power and our guide, we quickly run out of energy, and become angry 
and judgmental of those who don't respond the way we want.  Our hope is in God and when we 
recognize that, we are purified.  Our motivations are purified, our minds and our hearts are purified, 
we find energy to live and to serve as we place our hope and trust, not in our own efforts, but in the 
powerful, mysterious, sometimes agonizingly slow activity of God Almighty.  
 
As I write, I am singing in my mind, "He became sin, who knew no sin, that we could become his 
righteousness.  Jesus Messiah, Name above all names, .... Lord of all."  
The disciples were often annoyed and confused about Jesus.  He went off to pray when people 
needed him, or fell asleep in a boat when the waves were raging... Jesus knew about the 
spiders.  He stayed "at home," centered in the heart of God, and knew the peace that passes 
understanding.  That allowed Jesus to function in the web of life, in this challenging place of sin and 
selfishness, with peace and courage, and even patience, confident in the power and the ultimate 
victory of God.   
 
Learn from the spider (but stay away from the brown recluse).    Follow Jesus.    :)   
 
PLEASE pray for:  
 
Cinda Phillips 
Perry Bailey 
Jane Eddy 
Bill Wells  
Carrie Denny  
Dave McAuley 
 
Announcements: 
Contribution statements for the first quarter are ready and will be available to be picked up in the 
parlor Sunday morning.    

 
"Preach the gospel at all times and when necessary use words."     St Francis of Assisi 
 
Blessings,  
 
Jane Taylor 
First United Methodist Church  
Johnson City TN  
 
 
 
 


