
 
 

e-Votion for Wednesday, April 29, 2015 
 

Dear Friends:  
 
Today I am reading Acts 8:26-40:  
 
Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, "Get up and go toward the south to the road that goes down 
from Jerusalem to Gaza. "  (This is a wilderness road).  So he got up and went.  Now there was an 
Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire 
treasury.  HE had come to Jerusalem to worship and was returning home; seated in his chariot, he 
was reading the prophet Isaiah.  Then the Spirit said to Philip," Go over to this chariot and join 
it."  So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah.  He asked, "Do you understand 
what you are reading?"  He replied, "How can I, unless someone guides me?"  And he invited Philip 
to get in and sit beside him.  Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this:  
 
"Like a sheep he was led to the 
slaughter, 
and like a lamb silent before its 
shearer,  
so he does not open his mouth.  
In his humiliation justice was denied 
him,  
Who can describe this generation?  
for his life is taken away from the 
earth."  
 
The eunuch asked Philip, "About 
whom, may I ask you, does the 
prophet say this, about himself or 
about someone else?" Then Philip 
began to speak, and starting with this 
scripture, he proclaimed to him the 
good news about Jesus.  As they 
were going along the road, they came 
to some water; and the eunuch said, "Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being 
baptized?"  He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down 
into the water, and Philip baptized him.  When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 
snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing.  But Philip found 
himself at Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the 
towns until he came to Caesarea.   
 

	  



 
Richard Gribble, in a sermon on this passage tells the story of a knight who was on the search for the 
Holy Grail.  He checked his list, making sure he was ready for his great adventure.  His sword was 
sharp.  His shield was polished.  His horse was rested.  He prayed, "Lord, tomorrow I begin my great 
quest in your name.  Guide me in my search for your Holy Grail, the cup you used when you ate your 
last meal with the apostles.  Make me pure, for only if I am pure, I will find your cup."   
 
He went to sleep and had a dream that he bid farewell to his castle, rode out the gates on his 
beautiful horse.  On the other side of the gate, a beggar stopped him.  "Annoying," he thought.  He 
did NOT want to be bothered by a beggar.  Who needed such an interruption in the great quest for 
the Holy Grail?  Disdainfully, he threw a penny at the beggar and rode on.  And the way dreams go, 
a few years passed in the course of just a few minutes of real time.  And he had looked everywhere 
for the Holy Grail.  He had fought many noble battles, but didn't have any glimmer of hope to find 
the Holy Grail.  He was discouraged. He was old.  He had failed.  He decided just to go back 
home.  As he arrived at the castle gate, the guard didn't recognize him.  "NO BEGGARS ALLOWED 
HERE!" the guard yelled at him, and drove him away.  He was dejected; he was alone; he was 
unrecognized even by his own people.  
 
He sat down and pulled the last little piece of bread out of his bag.  And as he began to eat, he saw 
a beggar near him--the very same beggar who had been at the gate so many years ago when he had 
started in his quest for the Holy Grail.  He gave the beggar half his break.  He got water for them to 
share.  They ate and drank together, and the knight realized that the bread tasted fresh and the 
water tasted like fine wine.  He turned to look at the beggar again, and he was gone.  In his place, 
stood Jesus Christ, who said:  
                                                  "Not what we give but what we share 
                                                   For the gift without the giver is bare 
                                                   Who gives himself with alms feeds three  
                                                   Himself, his hungry neighbor, and me."  
 
And in his hand he held the Holy Grail.  And he woke up.  
 
This legendary knight realized that he didn't need to search for the Holy Grail because it was right 
there in his midst.  He only needed to open his eyes, and take on the mind of Christ, and he would 
find it.   
 
In his dream he took a journey to find the Holy Grail, but he had no time for the peasant who was in 
his way.  It was only when HE was rejected by one of his own, that he discovered the presence of 
Christ in the one whom he had rejected.  And through that experience, (dream) he realized how he 
had acted and began to change.  
 
The Easter season is a time of conversion, and transformation, and reversal of fortune.  Jesus' 
resurrection transformed death to life, and calls us to seek conversion in our own lives.  We must 
transform, conform, minds and hearts to the person of Christ, becoming Christ-like in our actions and 
words.  And we ask, "What is God calling me to do?"  The legendary knight thought he was called to 
search for the Holy Grail, but realized that he could only achieve his quest when he saw Christ in 
others, and followed Christ's lead.  Are we listening?  Do we have the courage to answer God's call to 
do something or go somewhere we really don't want to?  What are we doing to conform our lives to 
the mind of Christ?  (I hope... EVERYTHING!)   
 



Please remember in your prayers:  
 

• Debbie Minor 
• Jane Eddy and Jane Eddy's parents  
• Carrie Denny 
• Bill Wells  
• Steve Morrison's mother in law--Mae McBride 
• Sara Jane Jones  
• Mollie Gross Warren, Cooper, and baby Warren 
• The people of Nepal and the humanitarian aid there 
• The people of Baltimore, pray for peace.  
• unspoken prayers, God knows the need.  

 
Announcements and calendar:  
 

• Our capital campaign continues.  Thank you for your phenomenal response to an effort to pay 
off our debt.  Let's continue to work on this in all kinds of ways as we prepare for the FUTURE 
of First UMC and impacting the kingdom!   

 
• This Sunday from 11:30-1:30 a time of fun and fellowship, and fundraising for one of our 

Czech missions this summer--lunch, hamburgers, and all the fixings in the pavilion.  We are 
raising money to help send a group to lead Vacation Bible School.  Two of our soon to be 
graduated high school seniors-- Morgan Jenkins and Martha Campbell, plan to participate on 
this team.   

 
• Two other groups this summer will also include folks from First UMC-- one to Vimperk (softball 

camp) and one to ESUMC Prague, (light construction.)   
 

• The golf tournament sponsored by the Johnson City District to raise funds for district teams is 
May 9. Cost is $65 a person.   Contact: Johnson City District office at 
jcdist@holston.org; proceeds from the golf tournament go to support mission teams going to 
share the love of Christ through construction projects, English camps, VBS camps, sports 
camps, and to further the ministry of the English Speaking United Methodist Church in 
Prague.   

 
• Thank you for your support of the Czech district partnership, as we seek to strengthen the 

church in the Czech Republic and BE the body of Christ at work in the world.   
 

• Combined service at 10:30 am May 17.  We will be commissioning Steve Reis for ministry at 
First UMC through a new position entitled, Director of Community Outreach and Discipleship 
Ministry.  A reception in the parlor is planned following the service.   

 
• May 17 will be the last day of our regular Sunday evening programming for children and 

youth.  Stay tuned for exciting summer plans!! :)   
 

• Our last Wednesday night fellowship for the year will be May 27 with a 
hamburger/hotdog picnic in the pavilion.  We will take a break for the summer and be back in 
August with some great plans in the works!   

 



• Reception honoring our high school graduates from 2-4 pm May 31.  Graduating this year are 
Martha Campbell, Elizabeth Jayne Bailey, Morgan Jenkins,  Kathryn Kleven, and John 
Huffman.  If you are aware of someone we have inadvertently left off this list, please let me 
know.  We are so proud of the accomplishments of these young people and look forward to 
the next steps in store for them.   

 
COMING UP:  
 
Holston Annual Conference June 7-11  Lake Junaluska  
 
Youth Mission Trip June 7-13 St Louis, MO  
 
Do you want to hire a youth to do some light work--yard work--clean up--painting--moving--  around 
your house? This goes to assist their mission trip!  Contact the church at 928-9222 or Lisa Reis at 
341-3741.  Thank you for your donations and support of our youth group!  
 
Blessings,  
 
Jane   
 
"Preach the gospel at all times; when necessary, use words."  

 St Francis of Assisi.  
 


