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I don't know about you but I 

want to turn the world upside 

down!  I want to offer grace 

and love as Christ offered 

grace and love.  I want to 

see lives changed by the 

power of gospel!  When we 

turn the world upside down, 

the Holy Spirit is really 

turning it right side up - 

and we need our world turned 

right side up! 

 

I would invite and challenge 

you to be a part of our 

Prayer Walk  

Ministry. Walking 

and praying 

through the our 

neighborhood is 

a great way to     

 know our 

neighbors, know our  

neighborhood, and pray for 

the light of Christ to shine 

brightly in the tree streets. 

 

Prayer Walk Ministry dates 

and times: 

 

Sunday, September 23 and  

October 7 & 21 at 6:00pm; 

 

Thursday, October 4 & 18 at 

7:00pm. 

 

Please come out and begin to 

turn the world upside down! 

 
Turn the world upside down! 

Paul and Silas are preaching 

in Thessalonica and things go 

a little crazy. The 

'religious' people are jealous 

of their impact on 

the synagogue and 

the city.  People 

were responding to 

the gospel and 

lives were being 

changed, but the 

religious leaders were not 

happy.  The accusation is 

this, 'they have turned the 

world upside down and now they 

are coming here'. WOW! 

 

Would it not be great for the 

reputation of the church to be 

that she has turned the world 

upside down? The reputation of 

the church has not all been 

great in our world.  We have 

been too cloistered, selfish 

and judgmental.  We have not 

offered grace and love to the 

world - at least not as Christ 

offered grace and love.  Often 

we give as if it should be a 

privilege that we are offering 

our gifts to the world.  We do 

not really love or care. 

 

Rev. Tim Bracken 
 

Email:  tbracken@charter.net 

twitter: @revbracken64 

blog: http://colossians1nine.wordpress.com/ 

phone:  423.928.9222, ext. 2 

‘….make more and better 

disciples of  Jesus Christ’  

for the transformation of  

the world!’ 

 

FUMC Stewardship Campaign :   
CELEBRATING  

GOD'S BLESSINGS 
  

      Our Stewardship Campaign is  

running August through October.   

Announcements are made prior to 

Church Services, in Sunday School 

Classes, at the Wednesday 'Niter,' and 

during other Church activities.   

Scriptures regarding Stewardship along 

with various quotes are in the bulletin, 

web-site and newsletter.  Sermons and 

witnesses on Stewardship will be made 

during the Campaign.  Please note  

the efforts our Church is making in 

stressing we each return to God our 

Time, Talent and Treasure. 

 

      We do not give [return] for God's 

sake, we give [return]  for our sake. 

We only return a portion [small one at 

that] of what He has given to us.  The 

purpose of tithing is to teach us to  

ALWAYS put God first in our lives! 

[Max Lucado on Tithing, paraphrased] 

  

Please PRAY for our Campaign's  

success! 

 

Your Stewardship Committee :   

Novice Gross, Joette Street,  

Art Eckerson and Jim Heaton 

 

 

BBQ DINNER & ENTERTAINMENT 

A BBQ MEAL AND EVENING OF  

ENTERTAINMENT WILL BE HELD FOR 

ALL CHURCH ATTENDEES ON  

SUNDAY EVENING SEPTEMBER 30 

at 5:30 pm in the GYM.  We are pro-

moting TIME, TALENT and TREAS-

URE.  There will be no charge for the 

meal.  Please make a RESERVATION 

by calling the church office or filling 

out the form on your Sunday bulletin. 



Contact information for Brandy Robinson, Director of Children’s Ministries: 

Email:  children.fumc@charter.net 
Office:  423-928-9222, ext. 7 

Cell:  423-483-2980   
 

CHILDREN’s NEWS 

King's Kids Mission Day 

Sunday, October 14 
(immediately following 10:30am  

worship—bring $1 for lunch) 
 
 

Join the Young at Heart 
for lunch at the 

Farmer’s Daughter 
on Friday, October 18th. 

 
The bus will leave the Pine Street 

parking lot at 11:30pm. 
Call the church office to make  

your reservation(s)! 

Safe Sanctuary Training  

Sunday, October 14 at 4:30  
Fellowship Hall 

If you work with children or youth in 
any capacity, please plan to attend. 

PTJ 
(Pathway to Jesus) 

 

will meet on  
Oct. 7th and 21st  

at 4:30pm.   
 
 

All 3rd-5th graders welcome! Shop at Kroger and/or  
Food City??   

If you use gift cards purchased from 
ELC, the playground fund will get 5% 

of all your purchases!  The cards can 

be used for food, gas or prescriptions. 
 

Mark your calendars!! 
 Reindeer Run and Santa Stroll 

 December 8 - 9:00 AM 
The Early Learning Center is sponsor-

ing a NEW 5K run/walk with proceeds 

to be used for playground renovations. 
Course through the historic tree 

streets. More information and entry 
form coming soon! 

Fall is a memorable and festive time in 

the church year.  The Worship Pillar is 
making plans for:  All Saints Day; 

Christ the King; Advent and The Christ-
mas Season. 

 
The Worship Pillar is looking for  

talented people who can help make 
these festivals fresh and meaningful.  

If you are interested in: visual art, 

creative art, decorating and design, 
music, drama, reading scripture,  

leading liturgy, internet technology and 
would be interested in using your  

talent in/for worship, please contact 
Miriam Robinson or Billy Walker. 

 
Many thanks to all who have been  

participating in the past and who are 

preparing to lead in the future.  
 

The Worship Pillar will meet again on  

Sunday, October 7, at 5:30pm in 

the choir room.   
 
Consider joining us in making this a 

meaningful and memorable festival 

season. 

Worship Notes 

Grace and Peace be with you, 

The Worship Pillar 



Fall Retreat 

Despite the damage done to Buffalo 
Mountain Camp, we are still holding 

our annual Fall Retreat there on 
October 19-21.  All students, 6th-

12th grade, are invited to spend a 

weekend away from the noisiness of 
life, and get away with one another 

and rest in God. Our theme for the 
weekend is Hebrews 10.19-25, 

“Motivate, Love, Do Good,” and will 
focus on the way that we are to live 

together in community as disciples of 

Christ. 
 
Registration Forms are available  

in the youth wing (upstairs from the 

sanctuary), have been sent home with 
students, and have been emailed out 

to the First UMC Parent email list (if 
you don’t receive email, notify John 

Rowe at jrowe.fumc@charter.net) or it 

will be available on the church web-
site:  www.1stchurchjc.org.  
 
Cost of Fall Retreat is $40.  

All registration materials are due  
Sunday, September 30. 
 
 

Grace & Peace, 

John Rowe 

Director of Youth Ministries  

(423) 928-9222 ext. 6 

Email:  jrowe.fumc@charter.net 

Check out FUMC Youth on Facebook! 
http://www.facebook.com/

FirstUMC.Youth 

Leaf Raking 

This fall the youth group would like to 
serve the body of Christ at First 

UMC by providing a few able bodies to 
help with leaf raking. If you would 

like the youth to assist you in this way, 

please notify John Rowe 
(jrowe.fumc@charter.net). 

 
 

Festival of Gifts and Talents 
Every year at Resurrection, each     

district in the Holston Annual         

Conference provides a talented group 
to help in the leading of worship.  This 

is normally done in the format of a 
talent contest, with the winners      

representing their respective districts.  

However, the Johnson City        
District has decided to offer the 

opportunity for anyone who would 
like to participate, by putting  

together one team.  
 
On November 4 we will head to 
Wesley Memorial UMC to gather 

with other youth groups from the 

Johnson City District to plan for this 
great opportunity. All students who 

would like to participate in the 
band, choir, dance troupe, audio/

visual production, or flash mob 
should be in attendance. 

 

YOUTH 
Upcoming Events and News: 

In Sympathy 

Sympathy is extended to: 

Stephen & Novice Gross in the 
death of Stephen’s father, Kenneth 

Ernst Gross, who passed away on 
September 16, 2012; 
 
Marian Hays & family in the death of 

her daughter-in-law, Brenda Loyd 
Hays, who passed away on  

September 12, 2012; 
 
Gerald & Susan Fields and family in 
the death of Gerald’s mother,  

Texie Fields, who passed away on  

August 30th. 

 
October 7 

Nursery:  Janine Berning 

Greeter—8:15:  Ann & Frank Mohap 

Greeters—10:30:  Diana Boarman, Janice 

  Williams and Jane Eddy  

Prayer:  Kathie Tucker 

 

October 14 

Nursery:  Jamee Roberts 

Greeter—8:15: Dedri Minutolo 

Greeters—10:30:  Art Eckerson, Novice 

   Gross and Sharon & Drew Cradic 

Children’s Message: Kathy Huff 

King’s Kids:  Steve Robinson 

 

October 21 

Nursery:  Amanda Forbes 

Greeters—8:15:  Polly Crowder 

Greeters—10:30: Ernie & Jo Cross, Judy 

   Cook and Katie Mahoney  

Children’s Message: Helen Mills 

King’s Kids:  Kati Uelhof & Janine Berning 

Prayer:  Nancy Campbell 

 

October 28 

Nursery:  Kathy & Scott Huff 

Greeter—8:15: Jamee Roberts 

Greeters—10:30: Betty Gouge, Luanne 

   Love and Mendy Hall  

Children’s Message: Tim Bracken 

King’s Kids:  Jamee Roberts 

Prayer:  Art Eckerson 

 

We need people to serve!  If you would be 

willing to serve in any of these important 

functions on Sunday morning, please call 

the church office.   

Worship Servants 

Gifts & Memorials 

Gifts have been given in memory of 

Texie Fields by:  Kathie & Fred Tucker; 
Elizabeth Bailey to Music Ministries; 

and, Sue McGaha. 
 

Kathie & Fred Tucker have given a 

gifts in memory of:  Mac McGaha; Ed 
Feagins to Music Ministries. 

 
A gift has been given in memory of 

Kenneth Ernst Gross by Sue McGaha. 
 

Joyce Ottinger has given a gift in 

memory of Connie Wood. 

 
Wesley Singers:  

Sundays - 4:30 p.m. 
 
 

Chancel Choir: 

Wednesdays - 7:30 p.m. 
 

 

Music Rehearsals 

mailto:jrowe.fumc@charter.net
mailto:jrowe.fumc@charter.net


Multiple Sclerosis Support Group 

2nd Tuesday of every month    
Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. 

at Quillen Rehabilitation Center. 
Contact Mendy Hall  

at  
(423) 791-4712 

for more information.  

Our next semi-annual “Dine-Around Fellowship” dinner is scheduled for  
Saturday, October 27.  Mark your calendar so you can join us for our  
second dinner.  Dine-Around Fellowship dinners are an opportunity for you 
to get to know more people in the Church and to get to know those you 
dine with better.  We get together in people’s homes for dinner and  
fellowship with 6-9 members of our Church family.  Volunteers host and 
provide the main dish and beverages, and guests bring an accompanying 
dish.  Transportation will be provided as needed.   
 
This event is only held twice a year so don’t miss the opportunity to be part 
of the October 27th dinner.  At each dinner you will dine with different  
people so you will get to know more people in your Church family better.  
Save the date now and next month you will be given more information and 
the opportunity to sign up. Although the dinners are for adults there will be 
childcare provided at the Church through a Parents Night Out for those  
parents who sign up for the Dine-Around Dinner.  Contact Jeff Crowder at  
423-647-2175 with questions. 
 
Church members who attended the April Dine-Around Dinner shared their 
thoughts about the evening:   

 
Elizabeth Wells said: “The Dine-Around Dinner will long be  
 remembered.  It was such a delightful evening, relaxing and  
 enjoying pleasant conversation and delicious food.”   
 
Peggy and Dick Eddy said: “We had a wonderful time.  We enjoy  
 socializing with Church members and Dine-Around is the perfect 

opportunity.”   
 
Miriam and Calvin Robinson said:  “We enjoyed hosting the  
 Dine-Around evening in April, we liked the surprise element of not 

knowing who would come.  We got a chance to meet and make a 
couple of new friends and a chance to spend an evening with folks 
in our church family who are typically with other groups. It was fun. 
We look forward to doing it again.” 

 
We hope you will come to the October Dinner or volunteer to host 

others in your home so that you can be part of an enjoyable eve-

ning with members of your Church family! 

DINE-AROUND  

FELLOWSHIP 

DINNER  

 

SAVE THE DATE: 

OCTOBER 27, 

2012  
October 7, 2012  
19th Sunday After Pentecost 

 Job 1:1; 2:1-10 
 Psalm 26 or Psalm 25 (UMH 756) 
 Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12 
 Mark 10:2-16 
  

October 14, 2012  
20th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Job 23:1-9; 16-17 
 Psalm 22:1-15 (UMH 752) 
 Hebrews 4:12-16 
 Mark 10:17-31  
 

October 21, 2012 
21st Sunday After Pentecost 

 Job 38:1-7 
 Psalm 104:1-9, 24, 35c 
 Hebrews 5:1-10 
 Mark 10:35-45 

  

October 28, 2012  
22nd Sunday After Pentecost 
 Job 42:1-6, 10-17 
 Psalm 34:1-8 (19-22) (UMH 769) 
 Hebrews 7:23-28 
 Mark 10:46-52 
 



 

In Gratitude 

 

Announcements 
(Meetings will be held in Conference Room 

unless otherwise stated.) 
 

Spiritual Development Pillar 

Thursday, October 11, at 7:00pm 
Parlor 

 

Communication Pillar 
Tuesday, October 11, at 7:00pm 

 
ELC Board Meeting 

Thursday, October 25, at 5:30pm 

 
 Community Mission Food Distribution 

Saturday, October 27, at Annex 
10:00am — 12:00pm 

In preparation for the distribution, we 
are asking for donations of paper  

products and peanut butter (items that 

are not available from Second Harvest 
Food Bank).  We would request that 

the peanut butter be the smaller  
jars so we can serve more families. 

 

Boy Scouts 
Mondays at 7:00pm in gym 

 
 

 

 

You are invited 

to a 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

for  

Elisa Wardeska  & Dan McGuire 

Saturday, October 20 

from 2:00—4:00pm 

in the church parlor. 

 

Hosted by: 

Carrie & Lyndell Denny 

 

 

 
 

Blood Drive Update: 
Thank you to everyone who donated 
(or tried to donate) blood on  
September 9.  Out of 25 potential  
donors, we were able to provide 19 
pints of blood to the American Red 
Cross.  Three blood products are  
produced from each pint of blood, so 
many people will be served because 
of you. 

The Outreach Committee 
 
 
 
 

To our Brothers and Sisters in Christ  
at FUMC, 
 
 Thanks for the numerous expressions 
of sympathy that you have shown to us.  
Your kind words, cards, food, flowers and 
other deeds are so appreciated. 
 

Thanks in Christ, 

Gerald & Susan Fields 

 

 

 

 
 

People are needed to serve with the Audio-Visual committee: 
 

Could It Be You? 
 
Monthly Rotation or Substitute as Needed: 
    (1)  Soundboard Monitor for the 10:30am Worship Service 
    (2)  Computer and Projector Operator for the 8:15am Worship 
 Service 
 
 Contact the church office by phone or email  

knkapoor@charter.net. 
 Please contact us by October 15, 2012.  
   We Need You! 
 Training provided. No prior experience needed. 
 

It "sounds" complicated.  
But you will "see" it is not. 

 
Thanks!   - - - the Audio-Visual Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Garland and Mrs. Jean Thayer 
have a new address: 

154 Greyland Drive 

Gray, TN  37615 
Cell:  (423) 361-1846 

Home:  (423) 207-0797 
 

 

Rev. Garland Thayer’s book, Moments 
of Mystery and Wonder, has been  

reprinted and can be obtained in hard-
back, soft back or e-book format from 

amazon.com, barnesandnoble.com and 

Xlibris.com, or can be ordered by  
calling 888-795-4274, ext. 7879.  The 

books is also available at the church 
office for $20. 

mailto:knkapoor@charter.net


Check out the website at www.fumcjc.org
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JOIN US FOR WORSHIP! 
 

SUNDAY: 

  8:15 a.m. Early Service 

  9:15 a.m. Sunday School 

10:30 a.m. Worship Service 

  4:30 p.m. Wesley Singers 

  5:30 p.m. Youth Snack Supper  

  6:00 p.m. UMYF  

 

WEDNESDAY: 

  5:30 p.m. Fellowship Meal 

  6:30 p.m. FUMC University or 

  Mission Opportunity 

  7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir 

“RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED” 

VISIT THE CHURCH  

WEBSITE 
at 

www.1stchurchjc.org 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday—Thursday: 
9:00—11:00 a.m.  
2:00—4:00 p.m. 

 
Friday:  9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

Soup Labels & Box Tops Needed!  
The UMW requests your help in collecting Campbell’s soup labels and General Mills box tops (for education) for our missions at Red Bird 
Mission School.  For soup labels, clip only the UPC label, please be sure that the complete barcode and the “Labels for Education” trademark 
remains intact, and place labels and box tops in one of the collection containers, which have been placed around the church for your 
convenience.   

UMW Coffee in the Parlor 
 Thursday, October 4 

 Executive Committee—9:00am 

 Program & Coffee—10:00am 
  

Circle of Friends 
 Friday, October 5, 6:30pm 

 Susan Davidson, hostess 
 Church Parlor 

 

Circle 1 
    Thursday, October 11, 10:00am 

 Belle Crowder, hostess 

 
 United Methodist Women 

 

 

  

Circle of Hope: 

 Tuesday, October 23, 7:00pm 
 Fran Waterbury, hostess 

 
 

UMW Christmas Party 

SAVE THE DATE! 
Saturday, December 1, at 12:00pm 

FUMC Fellowship Hall 
Catered by:  Kellie Bracken 

 

 
 

Our United Methodist Women have demonstrated their commitment to helping others locally and throughout the world 

with their contributions to Mission work.  This summer FUMC's UMW women have made donations to the Second Harvest 

Food Bank for the Food for Kids Backpack program; our area Church Women United; the Sneedville, TN Jubilee Project; 

the Southeastern, KY Red Bird Mission; the National Children's Defense Fund; the Good Samaritan Melting Pot; and 

throughout the US and globally with our significant gifts to UMW Holston Conference Missions.   All women in the Church 

are welcome to be part of this dedicated caring group of women, join with us in our commitment to helping God with His 

work by helping others.  


