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   Root, Shoot and Fruit! There is a 

time for preparing the soil,  

planting the seed, watering and 

fertilizer, all before we ever see 

any results.  But after the seed is 

planted, it still has to germinate, 

and put down roots.  Only then 

will we see a shoot and eventually 

the fruit.   

 

Growing great churches or  

disciples is no different.  It takes a 

lot of cultivation and below the 

ground work.  If we take the time 

to do that work, the shoot and 

fruit will be healthier.  

The church has done 

some hard work but 

that has prepared 

the soil for God to 

do a great work. 

 

I am excited about what Jesus is  

doing at First UMC.  Let us not   

despise our small beginnings!  God 

is excited about what we are doing 

and so should you be!   

I guess the big question is, ‗Will 

you get involved and participate in 

Jesus‘ work at First UMC?   

I hope you will because Jesus is 

on the move! 

Excited! 
 

Great things are happening at First 

UMC and I am excited!  I wish that 

everyone could be involved in         

everything so that we 

could all experience 

what God is doing 

through the ministry 

of First Church.   

 

Two weeks ago I heard 

a young woman who has been visit-

ing (actually had only been here 

once before she told me this) say, ―l 

love this church!  Everyone has 

been so nice to me and made me 

feel welcome.‖  Can you beat that? 

 

God is doing great things in and 

through us here at First Church.  

Zechariah 4:10 says that, ‗God does 

not despise these small beginnings 

for the Lord rejoices to see the work    

begin…‘.   

 

We may not be moving at lighting 

speed, nor have we perfected our 

structure and procedures, but all 

the hard work of the past two years 

is beginning to bear fruit.  It is just 

like the growing process with trees!  

Rev. Tim Bracken 
 

Email:  tbracken@charter.net 

twitter: @revbracken64 

blog: http://colossians1nine.wordpress.com/ 

phone:  423.928.9222, ext. 2 

‘….make more and better 

disciples of  Jesus Christ’  

for the transformation of  

the world!’ 

 

MISSIONS CORNER 
 

Operation Christmas Child  

demonstrates God's love to  

hurting children by partnering 

with churches worldwide to  

deliver gift-filled shoe boxes and 

the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

OCC is a project of Samaritan's Purse.    

  

The deadline for filled OCC shoe boxes 

for First UMC is: 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 16 at NOON. 

 

Deliver them to the church office.   

Please include $7 for each shoe box for 

shipping.  If paying by check, make 

the check payable to FUMC.  Standard 

pre-decorated free empty boxes are 

available at the church office.    
 
If you prefer, you may give money and 

Brandy Robinson, FUMC Children's Di-

rector, will purchase items to create 

your box.  Our church goal is to fill and 

send 100 boxes this year! 
 
Also, help is needed delivering the 

filled boxes to Heritage Baptist Church 

on November 17th.   
 
If you have questions, please call 

Karen Schmitt at 282-5008.  
 

continued on page 2 

 



Multiple Sclerosis Support Group 

2nd Tuesday of every month    
Meetings begin at 6:30 p.m. 

at Quillen Rehabilitation Center. 
Contact Mendy Hall  

at  
(423) 791-4712 

for more information.  

continued from page 1 

 

TURKEY TURKEY TURKEY 

  

We will have the opportunity to deliver Thanksgiving 

meals to our shut-ins and to some of our neighbors in 

the Tree Streets. We need your help to make this  

happen. On Wednesday night, November 14th, we will 

be making and delivering these meals. You can help 

out in various ways: 

    Provide a cooked turkey breast (about 5 pounds) 

    Provide cooked pumpkin pie 

    Provide cool whip 

    Help in the kitchen 

    Help to deliver food 

  
You can sign up on the website or talk to Kellie after church and sign up. 
 
 
  

HEALTH KITS 

We are once again putting together 

health kits for our missions conference. 

This year we have decided to order all of the items needed to fill the 

kits.  This means we will have exactly enough of everything.  As before, we 

will meet the Saturday of Missions Conference to put these kits together. 

In addition to servant volunteers, monetary donations for the items we are 

ordering is needed.  Would your Sunday School class consider sponsoring an 

item?  Or as an individual would you help to offset these costs with a  

donation?  If you are able to do this, then please write a check and put in 

the offering plate with a designation of Health Kits. If you have any  

questions, please contact Kellie Bracken (423-929-3137) 

  

 

  

MISSIONS CONFERENCE 

Mark your calendars NOW for our upcoming conference in 

February 2013.  The dates are February 1-3, 2013.  You 

won't want to miss this great weekend to find out about 

how Christ is moving in our world.   

  

 

 

  

THE BETHLEHEM INN 

 Saturday, December 15 at 6:00pm 

Sunday,  December 16 at 6:00pm 
 
Come join your church family for a dinner 

theater that will have you laughing, crying and 

praising God in awe and wonder.  Dinner will 

be provided and there will be no cost but do-

nations will be accepted to offset food costs. 

You will need a ticket to reserve your spot in 

the Inn.  Tickets will be available starting December 2.   

We guarantee you will not want to miss this.   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 4, 2012  
23rd Sunday After Pentecost 
 Ruth 1:1-18 

 Psalm 146 (UMH 858) 

 Hebrews 9:11-14 

 Mark 12:28-34 

  

November 11, 2012  
24th Sunday after Pentecost 
  Ruth 3:1-5, 4:13-17 
  Psalm 127 or Psalm 42 (UMH 777)
  Hebrews 9:24-28 
  Mark 12:38-44  
  

November 18, 2012 
25th Sunday After Pentecost 
   1 Samuel 1:4-20 

   1 Samuel 2:1-10 or Psalm 113 (UMH 834) 

   Hebrews 10:11-14 (15-18) 19-25 

   Mark 13:1-8 

 

November 25, 2012  
Christ the King Sunday 
  2 Samuel 23:1-7 
  Psalm 132:1-12 (13-18) (UMH 849) 
  Revelation 1:4b-8 
  John 18:33-37 
  



Sunday Servants 

November 4 
Crucifer: Leah Eddy 

Acolytes: Martha Campbell 
Snack Supper Host: Gifts and Talents 

 

November 11 
Crucifer: Nate Berning 

Acolytes: Emma Berning 
Snack Supper Host: Sharon Cradic 

 
November 18 
Crucifer: Brandon Jung 

Acolytes: Kelsey Jung and Abigail Rob-
inson 

Snack Supper Host: Michelle Cradic 
 

November 25 
Crucifer:  Ethan Morelock 
Acolytes:  EJ Bailey and Marcus Grant 

Snack Supper: Eddy/Campbell 
 
 

Grace & Peace, 

John Rowe 

Director of Youth Ministries  

(423) 928-9222 ext. 6 

Email:  jrowe.fumc@charter.net 

 

Check out FUMC Youth on Facebook! 
http://www.facebook.com/

FirstUMC.Youth 

Gifts & Talents  

Our Johnson City District is taking a 
new approach to Gifts & Talents this 

year, & we‘re super excited about the 
possibilities!  
 
On November 4, we invite all youth 

groups to meet from 6:00-7:30pm @ 
Wesley Memorial UMC. Our entire  

district is participating together to offer 

―White Flag‖ by Chris Tomlin. We‘ll eat 
dinner together & then divide into 

groups to work on the song. We have 
options for musicians, vocalists (lead & 

choir), dancers, audio-visual stuff, & 
white flag makers. We‘ll have some fun 

games as well. So even if you‘re not 

musical, we have something for you! 
We are literally planning to have every 

youth in our district participate at  
Resurrection.  
 
Each person needs $5 for dinner & the 

YSF offering & any instruments needed 
for the song. We think we may just be 

revolutionizing Gifts & Talents and 

hope your group will be there to be a 
part!  
 
After November 4, we have some  

additional practices that are mandatory 
for those involved in the song. These 

practices will be in the Christian Life 
Center at Munsey, as follows: 
 

November 17: 2:00-4:00pm 

December 9:   2:00-4:00pm 

January 6:      2:00-4:00pm 
 
If you have any questions, please  

contact John Rowe. 

 
 

Acolyte and Crucifer Training 

On November 18 at 4:30-5:30 PM, we 

will have a formal training for all chil-

dren and youth that would like to par-

ticipate as a servant during worship as 

a Crucifer and Acolyte. This training 

will be for all students from 4th grade 

to 12th grade. In order to participate 

as a Crucifer or Acolyte, you must be 

present for this training, regardless of 

if you‘ve participated in the past. 

 

 

YOUTH 
Upcoming Events and News: 

In Sympathy 

Sympathy is extended to: 
 
John & Kristn Fry and family in the 
death of John‘s mother, Helen, who 
passed away on October 26; 
 
Tom & Phyllis Eorgan and family in the 
death of Tom‘s brother, James Edward 
Eorgan, who passed away on October 
22; 
 
Jerry & Judy Rust and family in the 
death of Jonathan Palmore, their  
daughter, Jennifer‘s, fiancé, who passed 
away on October 9; 
 
Carrol & Fran Waterbury and family in 
the death of Carrol‘s brother, Gene 
Waterbury, who passed away  
September 23. 

 
November 4 

Nursery:  Cathie Rosecrance 

Greeter—8:15:   

   Brian & Cathie Rosecrance 

Greeters—10:30:   

 Karen & Dale Schmitt 

 Janice Williams  

 Dianna Boarman 

Prayer:  Ben Peeples 

 

November 11 

Nursery:  Steve Robinson 

Greeter—8:15:  

   Dedri Minutolo 

Greeters—10:30:   

  Drew & Sharon Cradic 

  Ernie & Jo Cross 

  Bonnie Sampson 

Prayer:  Cathy Peeples 

Children‘s Message: John Rowe 

King‘s Kids:  Lisa Reis 

 

November 18 

Nursery:  Pam & Jim Heaton 

Greeters—8:15:   

   Kent & Midge Merrill 

Greeters—10:30:  

Calvin & Nancy McMann 

Judy Cook 

Nathan Uelhof  

Prayer:  Joann Boyd 

Children‘s Message: Kellie Bracken 

King‘s Kids:  Kati Uelhof & Susan Davidson 

 

November 25 

Nursery:  Janine Berning 

Greeter—8:15:  

   Ann & Frank Mohap 

Greeters—10:30:  

Art Eckerson 

Mike Hopson 

Grier Washam  

Prayer:  Katie Walker 

Children‘s Message: Brandy Robinson 

King‘s Kids:  Amanda Forbes 

 

 

We need people to serve!  If you would be 

willing to serve in any of these important 

functions on Sunday morning, please call 

the church office.   

 

Worship Servants 



Contact information for Brandy Robinson, Director of Children‘s Ministries: 

Email:  children.fumc@charter.net 
Office:  423-928-9222, ext. 7 

Cell:  423-483-2980   
 

CHILDREN’s NEWS 
King's Kids Mission Day 

Sunday, November 11 
 

Plan to stay after church for an Op-

eration Christmas Child shoebox  

packing party!  We will need a few 
extra adults to help out, too.   

Let me know if you can stay.  Also, 
don't forget to write checks marked 

for OCC children's mission, if you 

would like to contribute to our  
shoebox mission. 

 
 

Acolyte Training  
(for 4th and 5th graders)  

Sunday, November 18  

4:30-5:30pm 

There will be no November Young at Heart outing. 
 

You are invited to join the Young at Heart on 
Thursday, December 6, at noon 

for a Christmas luncheon hosted by  
Athena & Bob Peebles at their home,  

located at 701 Crowell Lane, Johnson City.   
Bring a covered dish to share and a small gift to exchange.   

 
Call the church office to make your reservation! 

PTJ 
(Pathway to Jesus) 

 

will meet on  
Sunday, November 4th 

at 4:30pm  

and (a special day)  
Saturday,  

November 17th,  
at 10:00am as we help 

deliver the filled 

Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes. 
 

All 3rd-5th graders welcome! 

 

 
 

Shop at Kroger and/or  
Food City??   

If you use gift cards purchased from 
ELC, the playground fund will get 5% 

of all your purchases!  The cards can 

be used for food, gas or prescriptions. 
Cards are available for purchase in the 

narthex on Sunday mornings or, 
for more information, contact 

Kathie Battista at 423-926-0700. 

 

A Request from the Children’s Department 

Last year the Children's Department put together 20 boxes for Operation 
Christmas Child and it was awesome!  This year our goal is 40 (the 

church's goal as a whole is 100).  We can only do this with your help!  
There are many ways to give:  put a shoebox together and bring it to the 

church; bring items from the following list for the children to use; sponsor 

a box ($20); donate any amount to help with the mission (please mark 
checks & envelopes - ―Children's OCC Mission.‖  If you prefer to donate 

items for our boxes, here is what we would like:  
80—pens 

80—pencils 

40—pencil sharpeners 
40—boxes of crayons 

40—spiral notebooks  
 (or any notebook that is flexible)  
20—small matchbox cars  

 

20—hair clips  

40—beanie babies  
40—combs  

40—washcloths  
40—pairs of socks  

40—individual bags of 

 hard candy 

2nd Annual 

Christmas Shopping Day 
(for our church children & their friends) 

Saturday, December 8th 
3:00pm 

 
Children will have the opportunity to 

shop for friends and family (at a    

minimal cost). Proceeds will go to the 

Children's    Department.  Last year 

was a huge success bringing in $150 

in proceeds for the Children‘s         

Department. 

Your help is needed!  We are asking 

church members to bring in new (or 

very slightly used) items to donate.  

Donations are being collected in the 

Open Door classroom (on the Fellow-

ship Hall level of the Education Build-

ing).  If you cannot take the item(s) 

there, please leave them with the 

church office.  

 

If you want to be more involved in this 

exciting event (wrapping, helping the 

children shop, etc.) please contact: 

Jan Gentry    833-2995 

Janine Berning  534-7823 

Sharon Cradic   676-5511 

Thank you! 





Entry Form 



In Gratitude 

Contemplating Worship 

 
―I will proclaim your name to my 

brothers and sisters; in the 

midst of the congregation I will 

praise You.‖ 

Hebrews 2:12 

 

 

We serve a God who is alive and constantly active in our 

lives and in our world.  Our Worship is the outflow of our 

discipleship to Jesus Christ.  We who serve on the Wor-

ship Pillar ask ourselves… ―How can we help our church 

family offer worship that is fully vital?‖ 

 

Vital worship looks, sounds and even feels different in 

different contexts.  When worship is vital, there is energy 

and authenticity in what happens.  The power of God‘s 

Word touches the hurts and awakens the hopes of real 

people.  Visitors are glad they came.  People participate 

because the singing, the hearing, the praying, the sharing 

at the Lord‘s Table and the sending forth are done in 

ways that say, ―This is real.  This matters.  This is life!‖  

In vital worship the people are addressed, touched, 

washed, fed, anointed, and strengthened in relationship 

to God and to each other. 

(paraphrased from worship guidelines – GBOD) 

 

Our worship leaders are passionate about facilitating an  

atmosphere where the assembled of God experience His  

presence and respond with our acts of praise and thanks-

giving. We pray that your experience in corporate worship 

is a priority of Your discipleship.  

 

In the weeks ahead we will remember our Saints, cele-

brate Christ as King, and enter into the seasons of Advent 

and Christmas.  If you would like to offer suggestions or 

feedback or become a member of the Worship Pillar, 

please consider yourself welcome.  You may contact 

Miriam Robinson (929-7371), Billy Walker or Tim Bracken 

(928-9222) for more information. 

 
 

 

 

WORSHIP NOTES 

Grace and Peace be with you, 

The Worship Pillar 

The Outreach Committee would like to thank all of you for your  

contribution to our "Trunk or Treat" event.  We had a tremendous  

turnout from the  community.  We served nearly 200 hot dogs, gave 

away a lot of candy to little friends, met new friends, and had some 

great fellowship.  This event could not have happened without the sup-

port of our church servants. You can check out some great photos from 

the event on our church website.  Thank you again for your donations of 

food, candy, cakes, and your time!           

 Jamee Roberts  ~  Outreach Committee 

 
 

To my brothers and sisters in Christ, 
Thank you for the love and support shown to me after my recent sur-
gery.  Your kindness made a difficult time more bearable. 

 Nancy Honeycutt 

 

 
Our family wishes to express sincere appreciation for the prayers and 
acts of kindness during my recent hospitalization and recovery. 

Anna Kapoor and family 

 
 

 We want to thank all the folks at FUMC for their prayers, love,  
concerns and special gifts during a trying year as Harper Grace, our 
granddaughter came through a tough time. As many of you witnessed  
at her baptism in August, she is a tough little girl filled with God‘s spirit. 
We fully anticipate that Harper will know our Lord as she continues to 
grow and mature. There is something very special about her that we 
have not been able to define, except that she is that gift that we  
thought we would never have. We attribute the people of FUMC for  
being responsible for that, as we know the power of prayer!  You were 
there during the blessed time of Joshua & Caleb and you have always 
been there for us.  For that, we count each of you as our loving brother 
and sister. 
 We praise God that she has come off the prayer list. You and only 
you have made this possible. God listens to our petitions in His own way 
for what He knows to be best for us. We thank you for that gift of 
prayer. It has changed our lives! That is why Matthew and Crystal 
wanted her baptized at FUMC and nowhere else. The power of the Holy 
Spirit resides in us all. Thank you for caring and thank you for loving, in 
His name.                                                   

Brian & Cathie Rosecrance and family 

 
 
Dear Tim and Congregation, 
 We just wanted to let you know how much we enjoyed our visit 
with all of you on September 16. Everyone made us feel very welcome 
and we so enjoyed your uplifting worship service and in such beautiful 
surroundings!   
 We have a small family business that requires us to work long 
hours, and weekends such as this past one are very few and far  
between. It was so nice finding a church that made our weekend all the 
more uplifting and inspiring. We will be taking the name of the publisher 
of your Praise Hymnal back to our church to share.  And just so you 
know – the Elton John concert we attended later that evening included 
some very good music, but we appreciated the stirring strains from your 
organ much more and Mr. John‘s piano playing and singing had nothing 
on your very talented piano player and wonderful choir. 
 We are looking forward to making any excuse to find our way back 
to Johnson City in the future so that we may visit you again.  Thanks 
again for being such gracious hosts. 
 

Mike and Tina Whitaker 

Cromona, Kentucky 



Check out the website at www.fumcjc.org
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JOIN US FOR WORSHIP! 
 

SUNDAY: 

  8:15 a.m. Early Service 

  9:15 a.m. Sunday School 

10:30 a.m. Worship Service 

  4:30 p.m. Wesley Singers 

  5:30 p.m. Youth Snack Supper  

  6:00 p.m. UMYF  

 

WEDNESDAY: 

  5:30 p.m. Fellowship Meal 

  6:30 p.m. FUMC University or 

  Mission Opportunity 

  7:30 p.m. Chancel Choir 

“RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED” 

VISIT THE CHURCH  

WEBSITE 
at 

www.1stchurchjc.org 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
 

Monday—Thursday: 
9:00—11:00 a.m.  
2:00—4:00 p.m. 

 
Friday:  9:00 a.m.—12:00 p.m. 

Soup Labels & Box Tops Needed!  
The UMW requests your help in collecting Campbell‘s soup labels and General Mills box tops (for education) for our missions at Red Bird 
Mission School.  For soup labels, clip only the UPC label, please be sure that the complete barcode and the ―Labels for Education‖ trademark 
remains intact, and place labels and box tops in one of the collection containers, which have been placed around the church for your 
convenience.   

Circle of Friends 
 Friday, November 2, 6:30pm 

 Michelle Cradic, hostess 

 Church Parlor 
 

Circle 1 
    Thursday, November 8, 10:00am 

 Evelyn Williams, hostess 
 

Circle 2 

 Thursday, November 8, 10:00am 
 Mary McClellan, hostess 

 
Circle of Hope: 

 Tuesday, November 27, 7:00pm 

 Fran Waterbury, hostess 

 
 United Methodist Women 

 
Purpose of United Methodist Women 

 
The organized unit of United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose PURPOSE is to know God and to experience 

freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission 

through participation in the global ministries of the church. 

 

  

UMW Christmas Party 

Saturday, December 1, at 12:00pm 
Catered by Kellie Bracken 

Cost:  $9:00 per person 
Reservations are necessary.   

Contact your Circle leader no later  

than 4:00pm on  
Wednesday, November 14. 

 
Circle 2 Christmas Luncheon 

Thursday, December 6, at 11:30am 
Peggy Eddy, hostess 

 
Bring a covered dish to share and a 

―white elephant‖ gift to exchange. 
 

  


