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E-VOTION 
 
Dear Friends,  
 

Today I am reading Luke 6:20-31: 
 
 Then he looked up at his  

disciples and said, "Blessed are you 

who are poor, for yours is the  

kingdom of God. 

 Blessed are you who are  

hungry now, for you will be filled.  

 Blessed are you who weep 

now, for you will laugh.  

 Blessed are you when people 
hate you, and when they exclude 
you, revile you and defame you on 
account of the Son of Man.   
 Rejoice in that day and leap for 
joy for surely your reward is great 
in heaven, for that is what their 
ancestors did to the prophets.   
 But woe to you who are rich, 
for you have received your  
consolation.  
 Woe to you who are full now, 

for you will be hungry.  

 Woe to you who are laughing 
now, for you will mourn and weep.  
Woe to you when all speak well of 

you, for that is what their ancestors 

did to the false prophets.  

 But I say to you that listen, 

Love your enemies and do good to 

those who hate you, bless those 

who curse you, pray for those who 

abuse you.  If anyone strikes you 

on the cheek, offer the other also; 

and from anyone who takes away 

your coat do not withhold even 

your shirt.  Give to everyone who 

begs from you; and if anyone takes 

away your goods, do not ask for 

them again.  Do to others as you 

would have them do to you.  

Blessings, 

Rev. Jane Taylor 
 

Email:  revjetaylor@gmail.com 
phone:  423.928.9222, ext. 2 

On Sunday, November 3, we  

celebrated All Saints‘ Day.  In years 

past, in the Old Church Calendar, 

All Saints was one of the holiest 

days of the year -- right up there 

with Easter.   

 

But now it's celebrated by few, and 

understood by even fewer.  Most 

churches do celebrate All Saints 

Day on the Sunday after November 

1.  We have far too many saints to 

fit on the calendar.  We have saints 

from the past -- those who we 

have known and loved and who 

have gone before us, and those 

who are out walking around and 

attending our church today.   

 
A saint is NOT a flawless person 

who does everything right, never 

doubts, never wavers in his/her 

faith, and never gives into  

temptation.  A Saint isn't a  

superhero -- superheroes aren't 

real but saints are!  

 
I love All Saints‘ Day.  I am  

thankful for the Saints who have 

established churches, kept 

churches going, continue to do the 

work of Jesus in the world today.   

I think All Saints‘ Day ought to be  

a big celebration in the church. 

  

We celebrated All Saints on Sunday 

with lots of symbols of our love and 

respect for the saints.  One of 

those you may not be familiar with 

is the TINTINABULUM -- a banner 

streamed with ribbons in liturgical 

colors and bells on the end  

representing the saints who have 

gone to glory in this past year: 

Lee Archer, Eileen Johnson, 

Lydia Johnson, Reba Harrison, 

Ida Belle Fox, Rose Mary 

Jones, Margaret Lowe, Martha 

Sudderth, Robert L. Harmon 

Jr., C.T. Shipley, John Falls, 

Thelma Bolinger, Tom Patton 

and Marian Hays.   

 
We honored those saints with our 

acts of worship and thanked God 

for the influence people have had 

in our lives.   

 
The life of a saint is not about 

wealth, popularity or comfort.   

The life of a saint is about faith and 

hope, resurrection and life,  

compassion, love, and purpose.   

To live as God's holy people takes 

courage.  Turning the other cheek 

is courageous -- it's bold, it's tough, 

and it's impossibly gutsy.  Living 

the life of a saint is to live in the 

often uncomfortable paradox of 

being the sinners we know  

ourselves to be, and at the same 

time being the holy person God 

says we are.  God is calling us to 

be holy, to be God's, and God is 

with us.  Thanks be to God.  AMEN. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

If you have an email address and would 

like to receive weekly E-Votions, please 

email the church office at:  

kathy.fumc@charter.net.   

 

E-votions are also available on the church 

website:  www.1stchurchjc.org .  



ANNOUCEMENTS 

 

First Sunday Social 
The first Sunday of each month, you 

are invited to the parlor at 10:10am 
for coffee, juice and a time of fellow-

ship prior to the 10:30am  

worship service. 
 

 
Save the Dates.... 

Sunday, December 8, 5:30-7:00, A 
Holiday Taste of First Methodist.   

 

Saturday, December 14, FUMC Toy 
Shop at the Neighborhood Center.   

 
More info to come on both these 

events very soon!  

 
 

Servants Needed! 
Servants are always needed for the 

nursery, Sunday school, and  
Wednesday Niter.  If you would like to 

serve, please contact Brandy Robinson 

at: children.fumc@charter.net or 423-

928-9222, ext. 7 
 

 

MUSICAL DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR 
 

Sunday, December 8 
The children of our church will present,  

in the 10:30 worship service, 

the musical 
O Little Christmas Town  

This musical will present the message  

of Christmas from the perspective of the citizens of 
Bethlehem. 

 
Sunday, December 15 

The Chancel Choir will present, in the  
10:30 worship service, the cantata  

“How Great our Joy.”  
The choir and congregation will join together in singing familiar songs and carols of 

the Christmas season accompanied by instruments and keyboard. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mark your calendars!   
2nd Annual Reindeer Run  

and Santa Stroll 
Sunday, December 15, 3:00pm 

Sponsorship forms are available in 

the ELC office. 

Entry form and additional  

info available at: 

http://www.runtricities.net/asp/

racecal.asp 

The Family Beyond Your Family 
 

 We recently celebrated ―All Saints Sunday‖ at our church.  It was a time of         

reflection to remember the members of our congregation who have passed into 
glory during this past year.  Wasn‘t it interesting to recall the many interactions 

they had had with us during the time they spent at First Church? The significance of 
this event struck a chord with me.  How often have we seen over the years the   

importance of the family beyond the family, the importance of the spiritual family, 

the church family? 
 
 This is one of the things that make First United Methodist Church so very    
special. As we go through this journey of life and experience the many daily trials 

that accompany this journey, we find our family of faith there to support and uplift 
us in very powerful and practical ways—ways that are greatly appreciated and 

deeply meaningful. I have often wondered how people can even get along without 

church, a family beyond family. This sense of family can be found in any size 
church but never more powerfully than in a small, well connected congregation. 
 
 This week a small group came together to discuss how we could put in place a 

mechanism to ensure that First Church will continue to be the family beyond the 
family for generations to come. One way to do this would be to designate a portion 

of our personal assets to go into an endowment fund that would live in perpetuity 
and support the mission and ministry of future congregations. 
 
 Endowment gifts are theological statements which demonstrate one‘s belief 
that we are never ultimately proprietors, owners, but only stewards, lifetime    

guardians entrusted by God to use wisely what God has placed in our hands.  When 
an individual creates an endowment gift for their church during or beyond their   

lifetime, it declares to the present and future generations the importance of our 
faith and trust in God.  
 
 I once read a statement that sums up this idea very nicely—―We have drawn 

water from the wells we have not dug; we have sat under the shade trees we did 

not plant and we have the wonderful opportunity to provide the means for the 
church to have a strong and empowering ministry for generations to come.‖ This is 

what an endowment does. No matter how big or small, each gift to an endowment 
assures support for ongoing programs.  
 
 In the coming weeks we will be providing more information concerning exactly 

what an endowment is and how it could work effectively in our congregation. We 

ask that you give prayerful consideration to this idea as we explore this method of 
ministry extension. 

Steve Gross 
Endowment Committee 

 



National news media outlets have 

been peppered recently with 

‗reports and opinions on the 

churchgoing habits of Millennials. 

Bloggers have rightly identified why 

this 18-35 year-old demographic is 

leaving churches of all stripes,  

citing a need to change churches‘ 

substance instead of its style.  

 
Seeking reason amidst the reported 
exodus, some writers blame poor 
instruction in youth Sunday School. 
Other critiques connect the  
absence of young adults in 

churches to their choice of secular 

colleges (the horror!). Some  

analysts blame a lack of edgy and 

tech-savvy tools to attract the 

online generation. Others look 

hopefully to the growing trend of 

young people finding interest in 

religious progressives and note the 

trend of ―uncool church‖ becoming 

cool again. 

 

This conversation about Millennials 

and the church might feel familiar 

to you and your church as you look 

around on a Sunday. 

 

―Where are the young people?,‖ 

you ask. 

 

―We need young families!,‖ you 

exclaim. 

 

―How quickly can we create a  

Facebook account?,‖ you wonder, 

thinking that this might fix the 

problem. (Heads up – it won‘t.) 

 

 

Buying Macs for the church office 

and creating a clever hashtag to 

use about your church on social 

media sites will show young people 

that you‘re trying, which is good. 

Your church might even go through 

a strategic process, identifying that 

unless you do something about the 

―black hole‖ of people in your pews 

between the high school seniors 

and the 40-somethings with stable 

family lives, your church‘s future is 

endangered. Props to you for  

noticing! 
 
However. 
 
Before you buy better church  
coffee or even hire someone to  

create a ministry with young adults, 

know this: Your church must be 

ready and willing to be transformed 

and forever changed by the  

passions of 20- and 30-somethings 

if you intentionally invite them in. 

 

If you believe you need Millennials 

in your church, prepare for them to 

ask probing questions about your 

systems and organizational  

structures, advocate for the  

marginalized, demand inclusion for 

all of God‘s children, and compel 

the congregation out the door and 

toward those who need what Jesus 

came to give. 

 

If you believe you need Millennials 

in your church, know that they will 

ask WHY you do what you do, and 

you must have an answer better 

than ―because we‘ve always done it 

that way‖.  

If you believe you need Millennials 

in your church, expect them  

to want a place at the decision-

making table in all levels of church 

life. Make it possible for them to 

bring their critiques of the church 

into the church‘s systems to lead 

real and needed change from 

within. Nominate them to be  

deacons and committee chairs, but 

be prepared when they challenge 

your church‘s status quo. 

 

If you believe you need Millennials 

in your church, get ready to have 

hard conversations that will make 

you uncomfortable about injustices 

they experience. Marriage equality, 

the plight of the economically or 

physically disadvantaged, racial  

inequities, the stigma of mental 

health, sexual abuse, and issues of 

sustainability will become regular 

topics brought up in Bible studies 

and asked for during Wednesday 

night adult education planning. 

 

If you believe you need Millennials 

in your church, familiarize your-

selves with the realities they‘re 

grappling with, like soaring student 

loan debts, a crippled economy 

that directly impacts capacity for 

independence, a tenuous work/life 

balance in this demanding 24/7 job 

market, a rocky path through the 

life-stage changes into adulthood, 

and faith questions, doubts, and 

raw experiences of suffering that 

keep them up at night. 

 

Food For Thought:  I found this article to share with you, Church Family. I don’t necessarily 

agree 100 % but this young lady makes some good points to consider.  God works wonders.  

— Pastor Jane 

What Happens When Millennials Commit to Your Church 
Posted by Emily Hull McGee |  September 3, 2013  |  MillennialsWildGoose 

 
An article written for churches of all kinds! 

continued ... 



If you believe you need Millennials 

in your church, equip yourselves to 

risk boldly for the gospel and  

delight in the Jesus they know and 

love. Let them inspire you as they 

become change agents of God‘s 

transforming Love in the world and 

in your church. 

 

In the nearly four and a half years 

I have served as Minister to Young 

Adults at Highland Baptist Church 

in Louisville, Kentucky, our  

young adults have sparked our 

congregation to revise our  

membership policy to make room 

for members coming from other 

Christian faith traditions, to create 

an ongoing presence in the  

impoverished and underserved 

neighborhood a mile down the 

street, and to consider actively how 

we might engage with marriage 

equality. They have even asked 

that we restructure our  

organizational architecture to more 

effectively carry our church‘s  

mission. 

 

In the midst of this change and  

inevitable church conflict that  

followed, Highland has welcomed 

five young adults as deacons, 50 

who serve on ministry groups 

(eight of whom are Chairs), dozens 

who become members each year, 

and hundreds more who connect to 

our community of faith, all from 

this 18-35 year-old demographic. 

 

And just as much as they‘ve  

challenged our church, our young 

adults love it even more. They are 

teaching our children the songs of 

faith and our youth the stories of 

Jesus. They are following the  

gospel to the ends of the earth, 

serving the most neglected in our 

inner cities and in Morocco,  

 

Romania, Peru, India. They‘re 

hearing the call of Christ to a life of 

ministry and bringing their  

imperfect, hopeful selves to the 

task. They are giving sacrificially to 

the church, even if they don‘t  

always agree with how the money 

is spent. They are listening  

carefully amidst dissent to the 

voices of those who have been 

here for decades. They actually 

show up at church business  

meetings – imagine that! – and 

speak emphatically about our  

bylaws. They‘re inviting others to 

our ―thinking, feeling, healing  

community of faith‖ and  

introducing them to the way we 

live life together in the way of 

Love. They are bringing about the 

kingdom of God and making  

tangible the movement of the Spirit 

among us. 

 

It certainly hasn‘t been a smooth 

road, and I trust that our path 

ahead will continue to ruffle  

feathers and challenge our church‘s 

identity, Millennial and  

non-Millennial alike. However, this 

journey is one that Highland 

dreamt about, prepared for,  

committed to, and intentionally  

invited. To be clear: Highland didn‘t 

embark on this venture in order to 

shore up lagging attendance  

figures; rather, it believed this 

group, like all groups, need God‘s 

transforming love revealed in  

Jesus.  Highland may not have  

anticipated the ways that an influx 

of Millennials could change our 

church, but they acted on faith and 

with a calling toward these people, 

knowing that the God we worship 

is the one who promises to do a 

new thing in our midst and be 

faithful along the journey. 

 

I realize that I‘ve painted  

Millennials with broad strokes and 

that these statements about  

institutional change could refer to 

any demographic group that your 

church might reach out to, or even 

better, a group that might just start 

showing up at your church without 

invitation. The beautiful thing about 

church is its messiness, its  

incarnational humanity that should 

reflect the most colorful, succulent 

aspects of the lived life of faith. 

Young and old, capable and kooky, 

gay and straight, extrovert and  

introvert, representing every color 

in the rainbow. Together we  

practice how to live abundantly in 

the way of Jesus. 

 

Because that‘s what Jesus  

promised – a life of abundance – 

and in the face of the scarcity  

narrative our culture tells us, this is 

just the story we all need to learn. 

For when the gospel gets under our 

skin and dirties our hands and feet 

for Love‘s sake, generational  

divides don‘t seem like a yawning 

chasm anymore. Our spiritual  

rootedness in a particular, peculiar 

people and a particular, peculiar 

place grounds us all in the One 

who dreams wholeness and  

reconciliation for all people. 

 

If you believe you need Millennials 

in your church, you are right. And 

they need your church just as 

much. 

 

 

Posted in Congregational Life,  

Written by Emily Hull McGee,  

Minister to Young Adults 

Highland Baptist Church 

Louisville, Kentucky,  

 



In the midst of our recent disaster, we 

continue to be blessed and look for-
ward to the future of our ministry. Our 

mission is still to offer Christ‘s love to 
all people by providing opportunities for 

Christian education and fellowship; en-

couraging spiritual birth, growth, and 
renewal; and developing and nurturing 

Christian leaders. 
 We see our ministry as a part-

nership. With the generous support of 
folks like you, we are able to provide a 

place for people of all ages to grow in 

their walk with Christ. 
 Thank you for your donation of  

$5,005.00  towards our rebuilding ef-
forts. Your support is a blessing to Buf-

falo Mountain Camp. Also that you con-

tinue to also support us with  your 
prayers. For more information about 

what is going on at camp visit our web-
site at www.buffalomountaincamp.org 

With Deepest Thanks, 
Jason Onks 

I find that writing an email and a note 
for the newsletter to thank all of you 

for hosting Family Promise is much 
more pleasant than soliciting that one 

last volunteer. Thank you all so much. 
The week did not go off without a few 

glitches, but the two families were very 

nice and they both expressed apprecia-
tion for our hospitality. That was our 

last hosting session for 2013. The 2014 
schedule is in the process of being de-

veloped. I will share this with our 

church family as soon as I receive it.  

Just a closing thought: 

One of my grandson‘s hockey coaches 

introduced his team to the concept of 

―Plus 2‖. It has been used by coach 
Urban Myers at Ohio State and means 

going two steps beyond what you are 
expected to do. It is a philosophy that 

applies to all aspects of life, Maybe 
even Family Promise Hosting.  

Thanks again to all, 

Kent Merrill 

3rd Annual 

 Children’s Christmas 

Shopping Day! 

Saturday December 7 
 

But we need your help. 
Please help us make this 
event a success again. 

——— 
If you have new or slightly 
used gifts to donate please 

bring them to the Open Door 
Classroom and place in the 

donation box. 
 

It is a Christmas Shopping day for 
our church children and friends. 

The children will be able to buy gifts 
for their loved ones at a minimal 

cost and experience the 
 joy of giving! 

Any Proceeds go to the Children’s 
Department. 

* * * 
If you would like to be  

involved in this exciting event 
(wrapping gifts, helping children 

shop, etc.) please contact Jan Gen-
try 833-2995, Janine Berning 534-
7823 or Sharon Cradic 676-5511 

 

Songfest 2013 
Bluegrass,  Mountain Music and More 

 
Benefitting 

Family Promise of Greater 
Johnson City 

 
Sunday, December 1, 2013 

3:00—5:30 p.m. 
 

Wellmont Regional Center for 
the Performing Arts at 

Northeast State Community 
College 

 
Featuring Sunnyside,  ETSU 

Bluegrass Band,  Trey 
Hensley Band,   Ed Snodderly 

& Friends 

Patrick Hodge made his Carnegie Hall 

debut on Monday, October 21.  He 
played French horn with the Juilliard 

Orchestra, under the direction of the 
famed conductor Alan Gilbert of the 

New York Philharmonic.  They played 

two pieces -- Bela Bartok's Violin  
Concerto No. 1, and Anton Bruckner's 

Symphony No. 7 in E major.  
  

Patrick, a 2011 Science Hill graduate, 
is a junior at Juilliard and studies under 

Julie Landsman, the former principle 

horn player of the Metropolitan Opera 
for 25 years.  He is the son of Kelly 

and Jo Ann Hodge and the grandson of 
Ann and the late Tom Hodge. 

 

 
 

Coolidge Johnson was inducted into 

the Home Builders Industry of  

Tennessee HALL of FAME this past 

week-end at The State Association 

Meeting,  Meadowview Convention 

Center in Kingsport.  Over 600 were in 

attendance.   

   

 

http://www.buffalomountaincamp.org


THANK  YOU 

 

Spiritual Development and Outreach 

Pillars would like to thank everyone 

who helped make the Trunks of 

Treats a success!  We served over 

300 people at this event.  Thank you 

to the volunteers who set up trunks, 

helped with the food, donated extra 

candy, mingled with our guests, and 

set up and cleaned up!   

 

Thank you for the many cards, words 

of concern, and other expressions of 

sympathy during the time of passing 

of our sister, Etta Shook.  During a 

time like this we realize how much 

our friends and relatives really mean 

to us.  Your expressions of sympathy 

will always be remembered. 
 

The Family of Etta Sue Fields Shook 

 

Thank you for your generous  

contribution to One Acre Café.  God 

has truly blessed this building and 

we fully expect Him to do amazing 

things with it.  We look forward to 

working with everyone at First UMC 

for the glory of God. 

Peace in Christ, 

Jan Orchard 

 

Dear Friends at First UMC, 

Your generosity and gifts of cell 

phones for clients of Safe Passage  

are much appreciated.  Every little 

gift does much to lift the spirits of 

our residents. 

Thank You! 

Lynn Armstrong 

Program Director 

 

Thanks for the prayers, cards, letters 

and get well wishes before and after 

my surgery in early September. 

Coolidge Johnson 

Monday, November 11 

6:45pm Outreach Pillar Meeting 
 Open Door classroom 

7:00pm Boy Scouts 
7:00pm Women‘s Bible Study 

 Conference Room 

 
Tuesday, November 12 

 5:30pm ―Sisters‖ Small Group Study 
  Parlor 

 7:00pm Church Council Meeting 
  Conference Room 

  

Wednesday, November 13 
 9:00am Intercessory Prayer Ministry 

  ―Praying for Others‖ - Chapel 
 5:30pm Wednesday Niter 

 7:30pm Chancel Choir 

 
Thursday, November 14 

 9:15am ELC Chapel 
  7:30—9:30pm International Folk Dance 

 
Friday, November 15 

 6:30pm Circle of Friends—Parlor 

  Susan Davidson, hostess 
 

Saturday, November 16 
 8:45am JC District UMW & Officer‘s  

  Training—Munsey Memorial UMC 

 
Sunday, November 17 

  8:15am Early Service 
  9:15am Sunday School 

10:30am Worship Service 

12:00pm Annual Charge Conference 
  4:45pm Children‘s Play Rehearsal 

  5:30pm Snack Supper 
 6:00pm PTJ 

 6:00pm UMYF 
 

Monday, November 18 

 9:30am Program Staff Meeting 
 7:00pm Boy Scouts 

 7:00pm Women‘s Bible Study 
  Conference Room 

 

Tuesday, November 19 
 5:30pm FUMC providing meal for  

  Wesley Foundation students 
 6:000pm Girl Scout Troop #90 

 7:00pm Circle of Hope—Judy Cook, 
  hostess—Church Parlor 

 

Wednesday, November 20 
OCC Shoeboxes deadline 
 5:30pm Wednesday Niter 
 7:30pm Chancel Choir 

Thursday, November 21 

 9:15am ELC Chapel 
12:00pm Bible Study & Lunch at 

  Neighborhood Center 
  7:30—9:30pm International Folk Dance 

 

Friday, November 22 
 6:00pm Young Adult Gathering  

  Parsonage 
 

Saturday, November 23 
OCC shoeboxes to be delivered to  
 drop-off location 
10:00am Community Mission Food 
  Distribution at Neighborhood Ctr. 

 
Sunday, November 24 

  8:15am Early Service 

  9:15am Sunday School 
10:30am Worship Service 

11:30am UMW Thanksgiving Bake Sale 
  Parlor 

 5:30pm Snack Supper 
 6:00pm UMYF 

 

Monday, November 25 
 9:30am Program Staff Meeting 

11:00am Full Staff Meeting 
 6:00pm ETSU Instrumental Ensemble  

  Concert Rehearsal 

 7:00pm Boy Scouts 
 7:00pm Women‘s Bible Study 

  I John—Conference Room 
 

Tuesday, November 26 

 6:00pm ETSU Instrumental Ensemble 
  Concert 

 
Wednesday, November 27 

NO Wednesday Niter 
 7:30pm Chancel Choir 

 

Thursday, November 28 
Happy Thanksgiving 

 
Sunday, December 1 

First Sunday of Advent 

 9:15am Sunday School 
10:10am First Sunday Social – Parlor 

10:30am Combined Worship 
 4:45pm Children‘s Play Rehearsal 

 5:30pm Snack Supper 
 6:00pm PTJ 

 6:00pm UMYF 

 
 

 
 

CHURCH   CALENDAR 



It‘s been a busy year for First United Methodist Church.   We‘ve been reaching out to 
our community through activities like picnics in Powell Park and Trunk or Treat.  We 
have a growing ministry to young families and their children.  Our music program is 
flourishing.  New signs guide visitors to and through our facilities.  We‘re working hard 
to develop new leaders and build better relationships with newcomers and members 
alike.  Our Food Pantry continues to grow, as does the need for it.  We‘ve given  
significant support to worldwide missions projects such as Imagine No Malaria and  
Operation Christmas Child.  And we have purchased, paid for, and demolished the old 
green house next door.  Much more is happening, and much more work is needed as 
our church continues on our mission of ―making more and better disciples of Jesus 
Christ for the transformation of the world.‖ 
 
It takes a lot of money to keep this church going.  Some of the costs are for specific 
ministries such as children‘s and youth activities, music programs, and special events.  
But in addition to these, we have costs of providing the church infrastructure – paying 

the pastor and staff, maintaining the facilities, and keeping the utilities on, to name just a few.  Plus, we must 
make monthly payments toward our debt on the building restoration that was done a few years ago. 
 
Every Sunday we take up offerings to use for the regular expenses of the church (we cheerfully accept them on 
other days, too).  And, even though the pledge period has ended, we still need offerings toward the restoration 
loan.   Restoration offerings are used first toward the monthly loan payments, with any excess used to pay down 
the principal of the loan.  When restoration offerings come up short of the amounts needed for the loan payments, 
though, we have to supplement them from the general offering. 
 
It‘s important for every person who is part of this church to know how we stand financially.  To that end, every 
Sunday‘s Worship Guide includes a summary financial report that looks something like this: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The ―Revenues‖ line shows the sum of the general offerings and offerings toward the restoration loan, plus a few 
smaller sources of income such as interest.  ―Operating Expenses‖ is just that – the costs of providing programs 
and infrastructure.  ―Reduction in Loan Principal‖ is the amount paid toward the loan balance.  The ―Surplus/
(Deficit)‖ line shows how much money is left after operating expenses and loan payments – if the number is  
positive, it represents a surplus, but if negative, it means we are operating at a deficit and it will be shown in  
parentheses.  ―Restoration Loan Balance‖ shows the balance remaining on the restoration loan. 
 
During times of deficit, the church must draw on reserve funds to pay its bills.  While this will carry us for a short 
time, it cannot be continued indefinitely and the reserve funds must be replenished.  My hope is that through our 
giving for the rest of this year we will make up the deficit that currently exists and be able to put some additional 
money in reserve to help with future cash flow needs. 
 
All of our tithes and offerings are a gift to God entrusted to the church for Kingdom work.  Thank you for all of your 

gifts that enable First United Methodist Church to fulfill God‘s role for us in our neighborhood and the world. 

Rhonda Simmons, Treasurer 

2013 Financial Position through October 31 Year to Date

Operating Budget

Revenues 480,516  

Operating Expenses 447,509  

Reduction in Loan Principal 56,830    

Surplus/(Deficit) (23,823)  

Restoration Loan Balance 290,694  



Have a Blessed Week! 

Brandy Robinson, 
 Director of Children‘s Ministries: 

Email:  children.fumc@charter.net 
 Office:  423-928-9222, ext. 7 

Cell:  423-483-2980   
 
 

Email Change:  We are changing the 

youth ministry department email!  
Please send all communications to   

firstumyf@gmail.com. ( Former address 
was jrowe.fumc@charter.net ) 
 
Operation Christmas Child Shoebox 

Packing – November 10:  This year 

the Children and Youth Departments 
will be working together to provide 125 

Christmas boxes for children in need 
through Operation Christmas Child. We 

will meet at the church at 5:30pm for 
snack supper, then begin to work on 

providing this great opportunity for our 

students to build relationships with the 
children in our church, while providing a 

great service to those in need! 
 

Resurrection Registration  
Deadline:  December 10 

 
Christmas Party - December 15: 

During UMYF on December 15, the 

youth will celebrate Christmas together 
by sharing food, games, and a $5 gag 

gift exchange. If you would be willing to 
assist in hosting this event, contact 

John Rowe (firstumyf@gmail.com) or 

Nancy and Ernest Campbell. 
 
Hosts needed for the UMYF snack  

supper on the following dates: 

November 10 and 24; 
December 8 and 22. 

 
Sunday Servants  

November 10: 

Crucifer - Martha Campbell 
Acolytes - Josie Roberts & Marcus Grant 

Beadle -  Molly Huff 
 
November 17: 
Crucifer -  Mary Ford 

Acolytes - Emma Berning & Noah Ford 
Beadle - Hank Berning 
 
November 24: 

Crucifer - EJ Bailey 
Acolytes - Rowan Mills & Kyler Bouton 

Beadle - Scotty Bouton 

YOUTH 
Upcoming Events and News: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hello Parents and Grandparents! 
 
I have lots of info and dates to 

mark in your calendars.   

 

~ Operation Christmas Child 

packing party/KK mission day - 

Nov. 10, 5:30-7:30pm.   

*Please note the mission day 

time change*   This will be a  

children and youth event - so all 

children are invited!   

 

~PTJ - Nov. 17, Dec. 1 & 15 at 

5:30pm.  The December 15 time 

could change.  That's the day of 

the ELC 5K so we may serve during 

the race. 

 

~OCC shoe box delivery -  

Nov. 23.  I'm not sure of the time 

yet but it is usually in the  

morning.  I would love if a few  

parents would commit to stay at 

the church and have cookies and 

cocoa for the kids when they  

return??  Any takers? 

 

~Children's shopping day -  

Dec. 7 at 2pm.  Bring your kids 

down to shop for their loved ones 

for minimal cost! 

 

~Christmas play - December 8 

during worship.  The kids will  

not be in Sunday school that day. 

They will be getting ready in the 

choir room and then leading  

worship with their play. 

 

 

 

~Christmas party- December 8 

will be the children's party at 6pm 

during the Taste of First.  Parents 

can enjoy the Taste of First while 

the kids celebrate together.  I'm 

still working on the plans but I will 

probably ask the kids to bring a 

treat to share and a new  

unwrapped gift for the food  

pantry shopping day event. 

 

 

~RezKidz- Early bird registration 

is through December.  The early 

bird price is $20 each for adults 

and children.  Under 3 is free. The 

hotel rooms are $39.95 each. I 

need to know by December 9 if 

your family is going.  If you would 

like for me to register your family, 

please also pay your registration 

fees by December 9. You can  

register your family at the  

following link: 

http://www.rezkidz.com/.   

I ―think‖ hotel fees will be due in 

January. 

 

*If you have a child who would like 

to go, but you cannot attend, let 

me know.  If I have enough adult 

chaperones and rooms and we 

meet our safe sanctuary  

guidelines, we may be able to take 

extra kids without parents or 

grandparents.  But I cannot  

guarantee this. 
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Women’s Bible Study 

Monday evening at 7:00pm 
Conference Room 

 
Neighborhood Bible Study & Lunch 

Thursdays at 12:00pm 

Neighborhood Center 
Facilitated by Johnny Humphreys 

(Begins November 21) 

BIBLE   STUDIES 

IN  SYMPATHY 

Sympathy is extended to: 

 

Sandy & Mitch Robinson & family 

in the death of Sandy‘s father, 

Bruce Harrell, who passed away 

on September 9; 

 

Scott & Kathy Huff & family in 

the death of Scott‘s grand-

mother, Eula Mae Pressley, who 

passed away on September 6;  

 

Gerald & Susan Fields in the 

death of Gerald‘s sister, Sue 

Shook, who passed away on  

August 25; 

 

the family of Marian Hays, who 

passed away August 25, 2013; 

 

Ann Patton & family in the death 

of husband, Tom Patton, who 

passed away on Tuesday,  

August 13; 

 

the family and friends of Robert 

Glenn Dennis, Jr. who passed 

away on Sunday, August 11;  

 

Amanda Forbes in the passing of 

her grandfather, C.W. Davidson, 

on August 10, 2013; 

 

Ruth Sluder & family in the death 

of her brother-in-law, Dwight 

Sluder, who passed away August 

6; 

 

Ashley Cook, Allison Cook Netto 

& families in the death of their 

uncle, Robert Griffith, Jr., who 

passed away on August 2; 

 

Sarah, Tony & Ethan Morelock in 

the death of Sarah‘s mother, An-

nette ―Ann‖ Marshall Miller, who 

passed away on July 20. 

Gifts have been given to the  

Restoration Fund in memory of Tom 
Patton by: Bill & Mary McClellan,  

Al & Connie Stone, Steve and Anne 
Darden, John & Sue Broyles, Diana 

Boarman, T. H.  & P Co-Workers, Mark 

and Polly Crowder, Peggy & Dick Eddy, 
Elizabeth Wells, Peggy & Lee Wallace, 

Paul & Nancy Scherrer, Sue McGaha, 
Nancy & Ernest Campbell, Samuel & 

Janet Luntsford, TH & P, Ellen  
Ferguson, Morris‘ Best Buys,  

Mr. & Mrs. William Wood, Bobbie 

Wilson, John & Linda Broyles, Nancy 
Morrison, Debbie Dills and Katie 

McClellan 
 

Gifts have been given to the  

Restoration Fund in memory of Glenn 
Dennis by: Virginia Hilton, Ellen Fer-

guson, Peggy & Lee Wallace, Susan 
Fortune & Family and E. Prioleau & 

Heidi Alexander. 
 

Gifts have been given in memory of 

Tom Patton by: Emory University 
Hospital Friends,  Frank & Ann Mohap, 

Charles & Dorothy Ballew, Bernice 
Ellis, Dan & Katie Mahoney, Joyce  

Ottinger, Edna & Coolidge Johnson, 

Joe & Jean Morton, Judy Story, Mary 
Stribling, Elizabeth Bailey, Harry  

Harman, Sheila Cox, Mildred & John 
Umberger, Betty & Ken Brumit and 

Melba Goulding. 

Gifts have been given by Kathie & 
Fred Tucker in memory of Mac 

McGaha. 

    GIFTS & MEMORIALS 

Gifts have been given in memory of 

Glenn Dennis by: Sue McGaha,  
Elizabeth Bailey and Joseph Routon. 

 
 

A gift has been given to Circle 2’s  

Sunshine Fund by Joyce Ottinger. 
 

 
Gifts to the Music Department have 

been given in memory of Tom  
Patton by: Steve & Novice Gross  

and Vickie & Dana Grist. 

 
 

Gifts have been given in memory of 
Marian Hays by: The Wesley Class, 

Elizabeth Bailey and Joyce Ottinger. 

 
 

A gift has been given in memory of 
Dr. John Falls by Virginia Hilton. 

 
 

A gift has been given to the  

Restoration Fund in memory of  
Dennis Kellum by Kathie & Fred 

Tucker. 
 

 

A gift has been given in memory of 
Thelma Bolinger by Linda Hodge.  

 
 

Gifts have been given in honor of 

Marie Gough’s 90th Birthday to the 
Parlor Fund by: Joanne Peterson and 

Dalton Gough‘s children. 

 
The Johnson City Downtown Day Center is in need of coats and blankets.  If you 

have any you would like to donate, please contact John Collins (423-767-1619). 

COMMUNITY  NEED 



Check out the website at www.fumcjc.org
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JOIN US FOR WORSHIP! 
 

SUNDAYS: 

  8:15am Early Service 

  9:15am Sunday School 

10:30am Worship Service 

  5:30pm Youth Snack Supper  

  6:00pm UMYF  

WEDNESDAYS: 

  5:30pm Wednesday Niter 

  6:30pm Youth/Adult/Children  

 Small Group Studies 

  7:30pm Chancel Choir 

“RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED” 

VISIT THE CHURCH  

WEBSITE 
at 

www.1stchurchjc.org 

Soup Labels & Box Tops Needed!  
The UMW requests your help in collecting Campbell‘s soup labels and General Mills box tops (for education) for our missions at Red Bird 
Mission School.  For soup labels, clip only the UPC label.  Please be sure that the complete barcode and the ―Labels for Education‖ trademark 
remains intact, and place labels and box tops in one of the collection containers, which have been placed around the church for your 
convenience.   

Circle 2 Christmas Luncheon:   
 Thursday, December 12, at 11:30am 

 Hosted by Peggy Eddy 

 (Transportation provided—call the  
 church office to reserve a spot on  

 the bus.) 
 

Circle of Friends: 
 Friday, November 15, at 6:30pm 

 Susan Davidson, hostess 

 Church Parlor 
 

 Friday, December 13, at 6:30pm 
 Sharon Cradic, hostess  

 

Circle of Hope: 
 Tuesday, November 19, at 7:00pm 

 Judy Cook, hostess 
 Church Parlor 

 
Circle of Hope Christmas Party 

 Tuesday, December 10, at 6:30pm 

 Katie Mahoney, hostess 

 
 United Methodist Women 

District UMW Annual Meeting 

     
The Johnson City District United 

Methodist Women will hold their  
Annual Meeting at Munsey Memorial 

UMC on Saturday, November 16. 

Registration starts at 8:45 am and 
program at 9:30 am.   Lunch will be 

served at a cost of $7.00.   
  

Registrations need to be emailed  
to Kathryn Wilhoit at:  

kathrynwilhoit@embarqmail.com 

by no later than November 12. Patty 
Muse is the guest speaker and spe-

cial music will be provided by the 
group "Closer Walk".   Officer train-

ing will follow the noon meal. All 

United Methodist Women, including 
their pastors, are a part of this -  

remember it is not just a meeting for 
local unit officers.    

UMW Christmas Party 

Saturday, December 14, at noon 
Fellowship Hall 

$9.00pp / payable in advance 
Bring check to church office or  

give to your Circle Chair. 
 

(Toilet paper will be the food pantry item  
for this meeting.) 
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