
First United Methodist Church 

Worship guide   

Sunday, July 3, 2022 

Fourth Sunday After Pentecost 

Prayer List 
Randy & Pat Adams 
Maddie Bennett 
Erma Budd 
Catherine Cartus 
Scott Combs 
Vernon Crawford 
Ernie Cross & family 
Lindsay Daniel 
Eric Davidson 
Chad & Sandi Decker 
Jackie Denny 
Phyllis Eckerson 
Vivian Eckerson 
Courtney Eddy 
Phyllis Eorgan 
Ray Feagins 
Susan Fields 
Jim Furches 
Nannie Greene 
Betty Gouge 
Chris H. 
Mendy Hall 
Beverly Harris 
Luke Holmes 
Tom Holmes 
Scott Huff 
Janet Ihfe 
Mike Kellum 
Mary Anne King 
Joanne Kleven 
Linda Kostreva 
Sally Lee 
David McElveen 
Al Meeks 
John Melendez & family 
Jim Milliken 
Helen Mills & family 
Tom Palmer 
Levi Robinette 
Taylor Rodriguez 
Maven & Mayes Rogers 
Steven Schmidt 
Louise Scott 
Nancy Stevenson 
Elaine Taylor 
Anna Grace West 
Jay & Melissa Wilkinson 
Family Promise 
Brother’s Keeper 
Kairos Ministry 
Healthcare workers 
US Military & families 
Ukraine 
Manna House 

First Things First  

Prelude         “O Day of Peace”      Arr. Charles Callahan 

Call to Worship    

Leader: Praise be to God, whose ears are open to our 

   prayers. 

People: God hears our cries and responds to our needs. 

Leader: God brings us up out of trouble and sets us in a 

   safe place. 

People: God comforts and restores our souls. 

Leader: Let us open our hearts to God’s compassion and 

   care. 

People: We will lift our voices in joyful praise to the 

   true and living God. 

Invocation                                     

Hymn of Praise   “I Sing the Almighty Power of God”   #152 

Confession and Assurance of Pardon 

Leader: God of perfect love, You continually bring forth life, 

   transforming sadness to joy, and despair to hope. 

People: Yet our hearts are chained by anger, doubt, 

   prejudice, and fear. 

Leader: We live in those chains, not believing that there 

   is any other way.   

People: We have impure thoughts. 

Join First Church for a worship 

series focused on the Lord’s 

Prayer beginning July 17, 

called “Pray This Way.” The 

prayer that Jesus taught his 

disciples is the starting place 

for all of our prayers. 

Prayer Cover: Dianna Boarman 

Upcoming July Meetings & Events 

 Tuesday, July 5: Young 
Adults at Holy Taco & Paradise 
Acres 

 Tuesday, July 12: Trustees 
Meeting– 6:00 

 Thursday, July 14: sandwich 
making for Melting Pot– 
12:30 

 Saturday, July 16: Senior 
Adult trip to Wohlfahrt Haus 
Dinner Theater 

 Sunday, July 17: Potluck 
lunch for Drew & Sharon 
Cradic 

 Tuesday, July 19: Church 
Council– 6:00, Finance 
Meeting– 7:00 

 Saturday, July 23: Food 
Pantry– 10:00 

 Tuesday, July 26: Outreach 
Team– 6:00, Circle of Hope– 
6:00 

 Thursday, July 28: SPRC 
Meeting– 5:45 

 Friday, July 29: Senior 
Adult trip to Ashe County 
Frescoes 

 Sunday, July 31: 5th Sunday 
Breakfast 



Leader: We harbor jealousies and are quick to anger. 

People: We neglect the needs of others and gratify our own 

   desires. 

Leader: Forgive us, O God, and open our minds to Your 

   freeing love. 

People: Forgive us, O God, that we might serve You by 

   opening doors of healing, peace, and unity to all 

   Your children. 

(a time for personal reflection) 

Leader: With abundant grace and boundless mercy, God hears 

   our prayers and offers us new life. Sisters and 

   brothers, believe the good news of the Gospel:  

People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and freed to live 

   in love. Thanks be to God. AMEN 

New Testament Reading                         Luke 5:12-16     

Morning Prayer              

Hymn of Reflection          “No Outsiders”       On Screen  

Mission Moment                  

Doxology                                               #94 

Old Testament Lesson                        2 Kings 5:1-14 

Anthem                              “We Magnify Your Name” 

Sermon  “Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors”  Rev. Sharon Bowers 

Celebration of Holy Communion 

Hymn of Commitment     “Help Us Accept Each Other”    #560 

       Verses 1-3 

Benediction 

Benediction Response 

Lord, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 

Who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 

We need new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on: 

Renew us with Your Spirit; Lord, free us, make us one! 

On Tuesday, July 5, the young adults have a dinner planned 
at Holy Taco in Boones Creek at 6:00 followed by a time of 
fun at Paradise Acres at 7:00. If you want to attend or 
for more information, contact Steve Reis at            
steve.reis@1stchurchjc.org 

After MANY years of service with the youth of our church and community, 

Sharon & Drew Cradic are stepping down from leadership with the 

senior high youth group. To celebrate their ministry, we will have 

a potluck lunch on Sunday, July 17 following the worship service. 

The church will provide the meat. Please bring a side, salad, or 

dessert to share. There will also be an opportunity to give Sharon 

and Drew a love offering, gift cards, or other small gifts during 

the celebration. 

Reminder: the Circle of Faith will NOT meet on July 7. 

Food Pantry Items of the Month 

For the month of July, the Food Pantry is collecting items especially 
for the homeless, such as meat, beans, vegetables, & fruit in pull-
top cans or pouches, meals in pouches, peanut butter cracker packs, 
and other prepackaged foods. Donations can be placed in the boxes 
in the narthex and the connector. 

Save the date for 2 fun Senior Adult daytrips in July: Wohlfahrt 

Haus Dinner Theatre on Saturday, July 16 and Ashe County Frescoes 

on Friday, July 29. If you are interested in attending either of 

these outings or have questions, contact Nathan Dugger by email at 

nathan.dugger@1stchurchjc.org or test (423)512-0206 with the names 

and number of people attending. 

Offering boxes are located at the front and rear of the 

sanctuary and in the narthex. 

Today, we welcome our guest preacher, the Rev. Sharon Bowers. Rev. 
Bowers is an elder in the Holston Conference, and she currently 
serves at Emory & Henry College as the Special Advisor to the  
President on Diversity, Equity, & Inclusion. Rev. Bowers has over 
30 years of ministry experience and advocacy in the non-profit  
sector, federal government, and local church, and she has served as 
a college professor, lead pastor, national motivational speaker and 
professional life coach. 


