
First United Methodist Church 

Worship guide   

Sunday, December 7, 2025 

Second Sunday in Advent 

Prelude                      “Emmanuel”                      Arr. Joel Raney 

First Things First 

Lighting of the Advent Candle 

Invocation 

Hymn of Praise               “Glory, Let There Be Peace”              Screen 

Confession and Assurance of Pardon 

Leader: Merciful God, open our hearts to receive Your words of hope and 

   peace, 

People: for we are tired and overwhelmed by the pressures of the world. 

Leader: Forgive us when worries, fears, and doubts invade our lives. 

People: Come to us, remind us that You hold us in Your mighty hands, and 

   grant us peace. 

Leader: Forgive us when we yield to anger, resentment, and cruelty. 

People: Come to us, reshape our hearts, teach us understanding, and grant us 
   peace. 

Leader: Forgive us when we choose to fight, divide, hate, and destroy. 

People: Come to us, remove our selfish pride, teach us to love, and grant us 

   peace. 

Leader: Give us courage to examine our lives, and strength to live as You 

   have taught us to live. 

People: Teach us to act rightly and pursue justice, so that in our living, 

   hope and peace may become a reality for all people. 

(a time for personal reflection) 

Leader: God’s mercy and kindness are beyond our imagination. Trust in God, 
   live by faith, and believe the good news of the Gospel: 

People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and freed to try again. Thanks be 
   to God! AMEN 

Prayer List 

New Additions 

Family of Grier Washam 

Continued List 

Randy & Pat Adams 

M B 

Sheila Briggs 

Family of Alan Chapman 

Kathy & Eddie Deakins 

Alan Demascus 

Phyllis Eckerson 

Art & Vivian Eckerson 

Tom Eorgan 

Family of Pat Faber 

Clint Ferguson 

Terri Fleenor 

Jim Furches 

Tony Gentry 

Jennifer Greene 

Karen Hall 

Hannah Hensley 

Scott Huff 

Tricia Huffman 

Johnny & Peggy Humphreys 

Keith & Jean Jones 

Anna Kapoor 

Lisa Kleven 

Linda Kostreva 

Bob May 

Dave McGaha 

Jim & CarolAnne Milliken 

Jason Mills 

Ophelia Winifred Olson 

Joanne Peterson 

Robin Potter 

Donna Robbins 

Hannah Sage 

Bonnie Sampson 

Russell Scholz 

Rebecca Smith 

Tommy Thomson 

Family of Katie Walker 

Anna Grace West 

Manna House 

Upcoming Meetings & Events 

 12/7: Christmas Play (10:30), Christmas Party Potluck 
(11:30) 

 12/9: Men’s Bible Study (7:15) Women’s Bible Study 
(1:00) ELC Christmas Program (5:30) 

 12/10: Wednesday Nighter (5:30) 

 12/11: UMW Executive Team (10:00) 

 12/13: Men’s Breakfast (9:00) 

 12/14: Christmas Cantata (10:30), Finance Q&A (11:30) 

 12/16: Circle of Hope Christmas Party (1:00) 

 12/17: Kids/Youth Christmas Party (5:30) 

 12/18: AMEn Concert (7:30) 

 12/20: Food Pantry/Clare’s Closet (10:00) 

 12/24: Christmas Eve Worship (7:00) 

 12/29: UMW Ladies’ Tea (3:30) 

 1/4: Coffee & Cocoa 

 1/7: Wednesday Nighter resumes  

The Circle of Hope Christmas Party is Tuesday, 
December 16 at 1:00 pm at the Jeremiah Café.   

Instead of a gift exchange, please bring  

individually wrapped snacks and/or hand warmers 
for the Salvation Army. 

Food Pantry Items of the Month 

For the month of December, the Food Pantry is 

collecting the following items for our neighbors 

in need: toilet paper, laundry & dish detergent, 
canned food with pop-tops, and crackers in 

sleeves. Donations can be placed in the boxes in 
the narthex and the connector. 

Prayer Cover: Fran Waterbury 

Rev. Jodie Ihfe (423)202-6164 
jodie.ihfe@1stchurchjc.org 

Rev. Gary Ihfe (423)303-6851 
gary.ihfe@1stchurchjc.org 

Rev. Steve Reis (614)208-3454                 
steve.reis@1stchurchjc.org 



Gospel Reading                                                  Luke 1:67-80 

Morning Prayer and Lord’s Prayer 

Hymn of Reflection              “Love Has Come”             Supplement #3059 

Mission Moment 

Doxology                                                                 #94 

Mystery at Christmas Manor 

By Michael & Jill Gillina 

CAST 

  Dr. Christmas    Lydia Ihfe 

  Professor Plum Pudding   Aaliyah Leary 

  Holly Garland    Madelyn Wardeska-McGuire 

  Carol Clueless    Lily Ihfe 

  Candy Cane     Claire Wardeska-McGuire 

  Betty Berry     Mallory Jones 

  Colonel Evergreen    Ephraim Reis 

  Colonel Tinsel    Samuel Reis 

Directors: Kati Uelhof, Billy Walker, Elisa Wardeska 

Youth Assistants: Sammi Uelhof, Tristan McMichael 

Benediction 

Benediction Response 

O Holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us we pray; 

Cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels, the great glad tidings tell. 

O come to us, abide with us, our Lord, Emmanuel. 

 

Postlude         “Break Forth O Beauteous Heavenly Light”          J.S. Bach 

The next Men’s Breakfast will be December 13 at 9:00 am. The devotion will 
be “Stepping Up: The Story of Joseph,” led by Steve Gross. 

We grieve with the family of Grier Washam, who passed away on December 1. 
Service details are not yet finalized. 

On December 14, the Chancel Choir and instrumentalists will present their 
Christmas Cantata, “Glory to the Newborn King!” during the morning worship 

service. Join us as we celebrate the third Sunday of Advent and the coming 

birth of Jesus through beautiful music. 

Immediately following the worship service on December 14, there will be a 

Finance Q&A for anyone who has questions about the church finances or wants 
more input on the church budget. The finance team will be available to field 

questions and hear input from the church as we plan for the coming year. 

This year FUMC is once again giving Christmas gifts to each Family Promise 

family member (parent(s) or child). For each family, we plan to give gift 

cards totaling $50 for the parent(s) and gift cards totaling $25 for each 

child. We suggest buying Walmart, Kroger, or Target gift cards; please 

write the gift card amount on the gift card. Please do not wrap the gift 

cards; just place them in gift bags. This way we can ensure that the five 

families are treated equitably. Starting on November 23, you will find tag 

ornaments on the Christmas trees in the Narthex and the Connector for each 

family member with their age and gender. If you wish to participate, please 

take a tag ornament, purchase gift cards, and place your gift bags in the 

gray totes by the Christmas trees no later than December 14 for distribution 

to the families. Be sure to attach the tag ornament on the outside of your 

gift bag. Thank you! 

On Sunday, December 28 from 3:30-4:30, the Circle of Friends will host a 
tea in the church parlor. All ladies of the church are invited. Bring a 
small “tea-time” snack to share. Tea and water will be provided. 

Offering boxes are located at the front and rear of the sanctuary         

and in the narthex. 

Festive or funky, fancy or funny, wear your favorite Christmas sweater, 
shirt, vest, tie, or other accessories during worship on Sunday, December 21. 

Wednesday Night Fellowship  

Program: Origin Stories 

Menu: taco salad, dessert 

Dinner begins at 5:30 and classes begin at 6:30. 

Please make reservations by Monday, 12/8 at noon by  returning the slip 
found in the pew pads or by contacting the church office.  

Everyone is invited to join us after worship today in the fellowship hall 
to share a lunch of party food and celebrate with the children and youth 

following their Christmas play. 


